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AFRICAINE. 

ACT    I. 

Vasco  di  Gama,  a  young  officer  in  the  Portuguese  Navy,  convinced  of 
the  existence  of  lands  hitherto  unknown  to  his  countrymen,  applies  to  the 
Royal  Council  of  Portugal  for  means  wherewith  to  prosecute  his  researches, 
—  producing,  in  support  of  his  arguments,  two  slaves,  whose  features  and 
garb  prove  them  to  be  of  a  race  unknown  to  Europeans.  The  superstitious 
ignorance  of  the  Council  leads  not  only  to  the  refusal  of  Yasco's  application, 
but  to  his  being  forthwith  arrested. 

ACT    II. 

His  captivity  is  shared  by  his  two  slaves,  Selika  and  Nelusko,  the  former 
of  whom  has  become  deeply  enamoured  of  her  master,  while  she  herself  is 
passionately  beloved  by  Nelusko.  Yasco,  however,  is  soon  released  from 
prison,  owing  to  the  zealous  intervention  of  Ines  (now  the  wife  of  Don 
Pedro),  but  between  whom  and  Yasco  a  deep  attachment  had  long  existed. 

ACT    III. 

Don  Pedro  has  meantime  become  possessed  of  Yasco's  papers,  plans,  etc., 
and  having  obtained  from  the  king  the  command  of  a  ship,  he  sets  sail, 
hoping  to  carry  out  Yasco's  projected  discoveries.  He  takes  with  him,  on 
his  voyage,  his  wife,  Ines,  and  the  two  slaves,  Selika  and  Nelusko,  purchased 
of  their  former  master.  As  the  ship  approaches  the  Cape  of  Storms  it  is 
overtaken  by  a  vessel  carrying  the  same  colors,  and  commanded  by  Yasco. 
Notwithstanding  their  mutual  hate,  Yasco  comes  on  board  Don  Pedro's 
ship  for  the  purpose  of  cautioning  him  against  the  numerous  dangers  in  nav- 
igation in  those  latitudes.  A  quarrel,  however,  ensues,  during  which,  in 
verification  of  Yasco's  warning,  the  ship  (through  the  machinations  of 
Nelusko)  is  suddenly  boarded  by  Indians. 

ACT    IV. 

They  take  the  entire  crew  prisoners,  and  carry  them  away  to  a  land  of 
which  the  captive  slave  Selika  proves  to  be  the  queen,  she  having  formerly 
been  captured  by  Africans  on  an  occasion  when,  tempest-tossed,  her  bark 
had  drifted  far  from  her  native  shores.  Don  Pedro  and  his  companions  are 
immediately  put  to  death.  Selika,  to  save  the  life  of  her  beloved  Yasco,  in- 
forms her  subjects  that  a  marriage  had  been  contracted  between  herself  and 
the  young  Portuguese  during  her  captivity  in  Europe.  Yasco,  overcome  by 
gratitude,  is  on  the  point  of  forgetting  his  love  for  Ines,  when  suddenly  the 
hapless  maiden  is  heard  bewailing  her  sad  fate,  and  bidding  an  eternal  adieu 
to  her  native  land.  The  well-known  voice  at  once  revives  in  Yasco's  breast 
his  former  affection  for  Ines. 

ACT   V. 

Selika,  heartbroken  on  finding  that  her  ardent  love  for  Yasco  is  unre- 
turned,  at  first  determines  on  signal  vengeance,  but  finally  nobly  restores  the 
two  lovers  to  liberty.     Despair,  however,  takes  possession  of  the  unhappy 
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queen  ;  and,  unable  to  endure  the  torments  of  unrequited  passion,  she 
resolves  to  end  her  days  by  inhaling  the  perfume  of  the  dread  mancanilla 
tree,  the  exhalations  of  whose  foliage,  according  to  their  traditional  proper- 
ties, lull  her  into  a  dreamy  trance,  from  which  she  is  awakened  by  the  signal 
gun,  announcing  the  departure  of  Yasco  and  his  beloved  Ines.  Selika  utters 
a  passionate  farewell  to  Vasco ;  and,  overcome  by  the  poisonous  emanations 
of  the  fatal  tree,  the  unhappy  queen  expires  in  the  arms  of  her  faithful  and 
sorrow- stricken  Nelusko. 


AIDA. 

ACT    I. 

Aida,  daughter  of  Ethiopia's  king,  is  held  in  servitude  by  the  Egyptians. 
She  loves  Radames,  who  also  loves  her.  Amneris,  daughter  of  the  King  of 
Egypt,  is,  although  it  is  unrevealed,  also  in  love  with  Radames.  The  latter 
is  chosen  leader  of  troops  to  resist  the  invading  Ethiopians.  He  is  vic- 
torious. 

ACT    II. 

Amneris  learns  that  Radames  loves  Aida,  which  fact  she  has  suspected. 
She  becomes  furious.  Among  the  prisoners  of  Radames  is  Amonasro, 
Aida's  father,  though  his  rank  is  not  known  to  the  captors.  The  king  liber- 
ates all  the  prisoners,  save  Aida  and  Amonasro.  He  furthermore  gives  to 
the  unwilling  Radames  the  hand  of  his  daughter  in  marriage. 

ACT    III. 

Radames,  whose  marriage  with  Amneris  is  about  to  take  place,  resolves 
to  flee  with  Aida  and  Amonasro,  but  is  apprehended  by  the  High  Priest, 
Ramphis,  and  Amneris. 

ACT   IV. 

He  is  tried  for  treason  and  condemned  to  death,  notwithstanding  the 
entreaties  of  Amneris  in  his  behalf.  The  last  scene  shows  the  reunion 
in  death  of  Aida  and  the  hero. 


GIOCONDA. 

The  heroine,  a  street  singer,  is  known  as  La  Gioconda,  because  of  her 
gayety  and  bright  spirts.  She  is  loved  by  Barnaba,  but  spurns  his  suit, 
being  herself  in  love  with  Enzo,  a  nobleman  of  Genoa,  and  originally  affi- 
anced to  Laura,  who,  however,  has  been  compelled  to  marry  Aloise,  one  of 
the  number  of  the  state  inquisition. 

After  many  thrilling  incidents,  La  Gioconda,  rather  than  accede  to  the 
desires  of  Barnaba,  still  mindful  of  her  promise  to  him,  seizes  a  dagger,  and, 
stabbing  herself  to  the  heart,  cries,  "I  have  sworn  to  be  thine;  take  me!  I 
am  thine ! " 


HAVE 

YOU 

TRIED 


ALL   LEADING  DEALERS 


AFTER  the  hustle  and 
bustle,  now  honest- 
ly, what  do  you  say,  if 
after  the  hurry  and  worry 
— if  after  all  does  it  pay 
to  go  through  the  strife 
of  a  life  with  never  a  mo- 
ment for  rest  —  No?  I 
think  so  too,  and  so  will 
your  wife,  if  you  get 


lllinniiiii"-' ' <"i'!iiiin!nii!iuiii' 


**    "R. 


FOR  YOUR  REST  THE  BEST  NEST.  * 
SAflGEfiT'S  ORIENTAL  COUGH. 

A  home  sweetener.  Springs  all  over.  Soft  as  a  downy  pil- 
low. Changeable  back,  upright  to  flat.  Adjusted  by  yourself. 
For  parlor,  library,  boudoir,  office,  or  study.  Send  for  cata- 
logue. 

GEO.  F.  SARGENT  CO.,  814  Broadway,  New  York. 


IH  SYMPHONION  MUSIC  BOX. 


Unsurpassed  Success  :  over 
25,000  sold  last  year  in 
the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. It  is  the  original  and 
only  music  box  manufac- 
tured With  INDESTRUCTIBLE 
STEEL  DISCS,  PATENT  FLY- 
WHEELS, SPEED  REGULATORS, 

and  Side   Dampers.    It 

has  DOUBLE  COMB  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. The  TONE  is  MEL- 
LOW, musical,  and  excels 

ALL     OTHER     MUSIC     BOXES 

imitating  the  symphonions. 

The  Symphonion  flusic  Boxes 
are  manufactured  in  sixty  dif- 
ferent styles  ;  the  music  cata- 
logue thereto  contains  5,000  pop- 
ular and  sacred  airs.  It  is  also 
furnished  with  money-drop  at- 
tachment. For  sale  at  every 
prominent  music  store. 

For  catalogues  and  other  information, 
apply  to 


WM.    R.    GRATZ    <£lCO., 


.    Sole    Agents  for  the    .    . 


SYMPHONION  MFG.  CO.,   18  East   14th  St.,  NEW  YORK. 


IO 


MELBA   AS   MARGARET. 


II 


syrrrr  reduced  from  $8.00 1»  $6.00  a  year. 
LITTELL'S  LIVING  AGE, 

A  Weekly  Magazine  of 

FOREIGN  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 

Giving  3,300  Double  Column  Octavo  Pages  of 
Matter  Unequalled  in  Quality  and  Quantity. 

The  thoughtful  reader  will  find  in  THE  LIVING  AGE 

Food  to  Nourish,  Stimulate,  and  Inspire  Thought- 

The    World's    Greatest    Intellects 

Contribute  to  make  this  periodical 

Indispensable  m 

TO   EVERY    READER   OF  INTELLIGENCE   AND   LITERARY   TASTE. 

It  has  received  the  commendations  of  the  highest  literary  authorities,  the 
most  distinguished  statesmen,  the  brightest  men  and  women  of  the  country. 


"  Exhaustive  Reviews  of  recent  publications, 
the  latest  results  of  Scientific  Research,  Biogra= 
phical  Sketches  of  eminent  characters,  Travel, 
Exploration,  Literary  Criticism,  and  every  phase 
of  Culture  and  Progress  in  Europe,  Fiction  and 
Choice  Poetry  — all  these  make  up  The  Living 
Age."  —  Eve'g  Bulletin,  Phila. 

Heretofore    the   price   has   been    EIGHT  DOLLARS  a   year 
1896,  the  price  will  be  SIX    DOLLARS     a   year. 

"A  vast  amount  of  good  reading  at  a  merely  nominal  price." — Boston  Advertiser. 
Rates  for  clubbing  The  Living  Age  with  other  periodicals  will  be  sent  on  application. 
Single  copies  15c.  each.     For  sale  by  all  booksellers  and  newsdealers. 


"One  may  find  here  all  that  it  is  worth  his  while 
to  know  of  foreign  literature  in  all  its  depart= 
ments." — Advance.  Chicago. 

"  It  is  of  more  value  in  a  bright  home  to  have 
Littell's  Living  Age  in  weekly  visits  than  to  have 
any  two  of  the  brightest  and  best  magazines  pub- 
lished in  this  country." —  Boston  Herald. 

With   the  first  issue   of 


Address, 


LITTELL  &  CO.,   P.  O.   Box  5206,  Boston. 


E 
L 

E 
C 
T 
R 
0 
T 
T 
V 
E 
R 
5 


>T/fliLISHEfi>    8  8<S4, 


n.  q. 


w 


HlTCOnB 
6rC2. 


;lecti©tyfiim^  ©f 

B00O,  ^WTJ,  i 


P8K  PRINTING 

[^MwiiM^iFOTirjr 
in  w@mv 

PROCESS,  ©I 
^LF-TOTEJTYLEJT 
FOtflLL^STMTIIOTo 

42    4RQH  ££ 

181    DEVONSHIRE 

■/TREETJ. 

ELEVATOR,     42    ARCH    STREET. 
TELEPHONE,     631. 


X   Uf/VD  /OC/A/SfAMPS  F0/?SAA/PL£      C 


B(/770#  0FA/W  Soc/er/.    T%) 


Baldwin  ftG.leason  61? 

58&6Q  READE  5T.       NewYoRK. 
ADV£fiT/£/tf/? /W£ffl£9. 


sc/£A/r/m ///sr/Pi/Mfwrs, 

54AfPZ£5  AMD  P0/CE5   z^'UT/W 


QcQoQOQQcQ 


&. 


12 


FAUST. 

ACT    I. 

A  German  student  named  Faust,  after  a  life  of  meditation,  becomes  dis- 
gusted with  the  emptiness  of  human  knowledge.  He  invokes  the  Spirit  of 
Evil,  which  appears  to  him  in  the  form  of  Mephistopheles.  Through  some 
supernatural  power  of  the  latter,  Faust  is  restored  to  youth,  with  all  its  pas- 
sions and  illusions,  and  is  endowed  with  personal  beauty.  Mephistopheles, 
as  in  a  vision,  reveals  to  him  the  village  maid,  Margaret,  with  whom  the 
student  falls  in  love.     He  longs  to  meet  her,  and  his  wish  is  soon  gratified. 

ACT   II. 

Margaret,  noted  for  her  beauty  and  virtue,  has  been  left  by  her  brother, 
Valentine,  under  the  care  of  Dame  Martha,  a  worthy  but  not  very  vigilant 
personage.  The  maiden  at  first  rejects  the  stranger's  advances,  but  Faust, 
aided  by  Mephistopheles  (who  is  anxious  to  destroy  another  human  soul), 
urges  his  suit  with  such  ardor  that  Margaret's  resistance  is  overcome. 

ACT   III. 

Valentine,  on  returning  from  the  wars,  learns  what  has  occurred  ;  he 
challenges  his  sister's  seducer,  but,  through  the  intervention  of  Mephistoph- 
eles, he  is  slain  in  the  combat. 

ACT   IV. 

Margaret,  horror-stricken  at  the  calamity,  of  which  she  is  the  original 
cause,  gives  way  to  despair.  Her  reason  is  impaired,  and  in  a  paroxysm  of 
frenzy  she  kills  her  infant.     For  this  she  is  thrown  into  prison. 

ACT  V. 

Faust,  aided  by  Mephistopheles,  obtains  access  to  her  cell.  They  both 
urge  her  to  fly,  but  Margaret  spurns  their  aid,  and  seeks  comfort  in  prayer 
and  repentance.  Overcome  by  sorrow  and  remorse,  with  an  earnest  prayer 
for  forgiveness,  the  unhappy  girl  expires.  Mephistopheles  triumphs  at  the 
catastrophe  he  has  brought  about,  but  a  chorus  of  heavenly  voices  is  heard, 
proclaiming  a  pardon  for  the  repentant  sinner  ;  and  the  Evil  One,  foiled  and 
overcome,  crouches  at  the  accents  of  divine  love  and  forgiveness,  while  the 
spirit  of  Margaret  is  wafted  upwards  to  eternal  life. 


CAVALLERIA   RUSTICANA. 

ACT  I. 

The  curtain  rises  on  Easter  festivities  of  the  peasants.  Turiddu,  son  of 
Dame  Lucia,  keeper  of  the  village  inn,  having  returned  home  from  service 
in  the  army,  soon  becomes  the  favorite  of  all  the  village  maidens,  among 
whom  is  Santuzza,  who  is  the  chosen  one,  and  who  is  soon  betrayed  by 
Turiddu.  Previous  to  his  joining  the  army  Turiddu  had  courted  the  pretty 
Lola,  the  village  belle,  but  on  his  return  finds  her  wedded  to  Alfio,  the  carrier. 
Wounded  in   love  and   vanity,  he  takes  up  Santuzza. 

Between  Acts  I.  and  II.  is  played  the  beautiful  Intermezzo. 

ACT  II. 

When  Turiddu  meets  Lola  they  are  reconciled,  and  he  neglects  Santuzza, 
while  Lola  is  faithless  to  her  husband.  Santuzza,  distracted  with  being 
abandoned,  tells  Alfio  of  the  intrigue  of  the  guilty  pair.  He  challenges 
Turiddu  to  mortal  combat,  who  unwillingly  accepts  the  defiance  and  is  killed. 
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DON   GIOVANNI. 

ACT  I. 

Don  Juan,  a  young  Castilian  nobleman  of  licentious  habits,  rudely  forces 
his  way,  by  night,  into  the  sleeping  apartment  of  Donna  Anna,  who  is  be- 
trothed to  Don  Octavio.  In  the  confusion  Don  Pedro,  the  father  of  Donna 
Anna,  enters ;  he  struggles  with  the  ravisher  and  is  mortally  wounded,  while 
Don  Juan,  accompanied  by  his  servant,  Leporello,  escapes.  While  Don 
Juan  and  Leporello  are  in  consultation  about  some  new  amour,  Donna 
Elvira,  a  former  love  of  Don  Juan,  enters,  and  taxes  him  with  his  cruelty, 
but  he  escapes,  and  leaves  her  alone  with  Leporello,  who  discloses  to  the 
disconsolate  lady  the  extent  of  his  master's  perfidy. 

We  are  next  introduced  to  the  palace  of  Don  Juan,  near  which  a 
village  festival  is  being  celebrated,  Zerlina,  a  peasant  girl,  being  on  the  eve 
of  marrying  Masetto,  a  young  villager.  Zerlina  is  induced  to  enter  the 
palace  with  Don  Juan,  while  Masetto,  filled  with  jealousy,  is  left  in  charge  of 
Leporello,  who  has  orders  to  till  the  wine-cup  for  the  purpose  of  intox- 
icating the  distracted  lover ;  but  while  Don  Juan  is  employing  all  his 
arts  upon  Zerlina,  Donna  Elvira  again  enters,  and  undeceives  the  young  girl, 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Don  Juan  to  make  her  believe  Elvira  is 
deranged.  Donna  Anna  and  Don  Octavio,  having  no  suspicion  that  Don 
Juan  is  the  murderer  of  whom  they  are  in  search,  claim  the  libertine's  assist- 
ance in  the  task  they  have  undertaken,  but  they  are  soon  enlightened  by 
Elvira,  while  Don  Juan,  after  having  with  the  greatest  effrontery  again 
offered  his  services  to  Donna  Anna,  leaves  the  apartment. 

The  festival  continues,  and  Masetto's  jealousy  is  half  quieted,  when 
Donna  Anna,  Donna  Elvira,  and  Don  Octavio  enter,  masked.  The  dance 
proceeds,  and  Don  Juan  forces  Zerlina  into  a  closet ;  her  cries  for  help  are 
answered  by  the  newcomers,  and  Don  Juan,  called  on  to  defend  himself, 
draws  his  sword,  while  the  thunder  of  heaven  is  heard  to  roll. 

ACT  II. 

Don  Juan,  for  the  purpose  of  seducing  Elvira's  attendant,  changes 
dresses  with  his  servant.  In  the  meantime,  Elvira  appears  at  the  casement 
of  a  house  and  is  induced,  by  the  pretended  repentance  of  her  seducer,  to 
descend  into  the  street,  when  he  slips  off  and  leaves  her  with  Leporello, 
who,  according  to  the  orders  he  has  received,  leads  her  away,  and  at  the 
same  instant  Masetto  enters  in  search  of  Don  Juan,  whom  he  mistakes  for 
Leporello,  threatening  the  former  with  death  if  he  should  overtake  him,  and, 
in  return,  he  is  soundly  beaten. 

Don  Juan,  to  escape  pursuit,  enters  with  Leporello  the  cemetery  in 
which  Don  Pedro  is  buried;  there,  while  engaged  in  light  discourse,  the 
statue  of  Don  Pedro  utters  a  warning  to  the  libertine,  who,  treating  the 
matter  lightly,  jeeringly  asks  the  marble  effigy  to  supper.  A  splendid  repast 
is  spread,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  merriment  the  statue  enters  and  invites 
him  to  be  his  guest.  Don  Juan  accepts  the  offer,  and  is  carried  off  to  the 
infernal  regions  in  the  midst  of  flames,  thunder,  and  lightning. 


ELAINE. 


The  composer,  Bemberg,  has  set  music  to  .the  story,  in  four  acts  and  six 
tableaux,  of  the  sad  love  of  the  beautiful  Elaine,  daughter  of  Sir  Astolat. 
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ACT    I. 

Lancelot  sinfully  loves  Guinevere,  King  Arthur's  queen.  To  be  with  her 
he  feigns  incapability  of  entering  a  tourney  about  to  take  place.  However, 
he  is  induced  by  the  queen  herself  later  on  to  enter  the  games  in  disguise. 
He  sets  out  so  to  do.  On  his  way  he  meets  Elaine.  They  mutually  love  at 
sight.  Elaine  gives,  as  a  pledge  of  verity,  her  scarf  to  Lancelot  as  he  leaves 
for  the  lists. 

ACT   II. 

Lancelot,  concealing  both  his  face  and  name,  at  length  obtains  the  king's 
consent  to  fight  within  the  lists. 

ACT   III. 

Lancelot,  for  the  most  part  successful  at  the  tournament,  is  badly  wounded 
by  Sir  Gawain,  and  at  length  withdraws.  Elaine  finds  him  and  cares  for  him, 
as  a  result  of  which  his  health  is  restored.  Sir  Gawain  also  loves  Elaine.  He 
has  recognized  in  the  possession  of  Lancelot  a  scarf,  the  gift  of  Elaine.  Ga- 
wain upbraids  Lancelot  for  his  actions  towards  Guinevere.  Lancelot  agrees 
to  leave  the  scene  and  departs,  after  a  love  scene  with  Elaine. 

ACT   IV. 

Sir  Gawain  finally  returns,  bringing  with  him  the  scarf  (stolen  from 
Lancelot  by  the  queen),  and  presents  it  to  Elaine.  She,  thinking  Lancelot's 
love  is  over,  is  overcome  and  dies.  Lancelot,  weeping  for  his  love,  is  discov- 
ered by  Guinevere.  They  quarrel.  Guinevere  finally  confesses  that  she 
stole  the  scarf. 

PHILEMON   ET  BAUCIS. 

ACT    I. 

Baucis  and  Philemon,  Phrygian  peasants,  were  types  of  faithful  lovers. 
Because  of  civil  strifes  in  their  town  and  neighboring  villages,  Jupiter  de- 
cided to  annihilate  the  entire  population.  Mercury  was  sent  to  investigate. 
His  report  was  so  disastrous  that  Jupiter,  together  with  Vulcan,  determined 
to  visit  the  earth  and  see  for  himself.  Disguised  as  pilgrims,  the  two  gods 
sought  hospitality  in  vain,  save  at  the  hands  of  Baucis  and  Philemon.  To 
reward  the  peasants  for  their  kindness,  Jupiter  agreed  to  exempt  Baucis  and 
Philemon  from  the  fate  of  their  neighbors,  and  also  to  grant  unto  them 
renewed  youth. 

ACT   II. 

Jupiter,  as  was  his  wont,  fell  at  once  in  love  with  the  youthful  Baucis, 
who,  true  to  the  nature  of  her  sex,  did  not  look  with  unkindness  on  the  suit 
of  the  pilgrim  god.  Still  she  was  faithful  to  her  sp6use,  and,  as  proof  of 
this,  besought  Jupiter  to  either  cease  his  attentions  or  to  re-establish  her  age 
and  wrinkles.  He  consents,  desists  from  his  amorous  suit,  and  bestows 
ever  welcome  youth  upon  Baucis  and  Philemon,  whom  he  afterwards 
transforms  into  trees  when  tired  of  this  life. 


TRAVIATA. 

"  La  Traviata,"  which  being  translated  signifies  "The  Lost  One,"   tells 
of  the  sad  life  of  a  beautiful  young  woman. 

ACT    I. 

Yioletta  Valery,  the  heroine,  loses  her  parents  in  early  childhood.     Owing 
to  this  and  to  other  circumstances,  she  abandons  all  for  a  life  of  pleasure. 
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Her  attractiveness  makes  her  many  companions.  Among  them  is  one  young 
man  named  Alfred  Germont.  He  soon  grows  to  really  love  her.  His 
sincerity  touches  her  ;  she  gives  up  her  wild  ways,  and  in 

ACT  II. 
we  find  the  lovers  living  quietly  and  happily  together  in  a  country  place  near 
Paris.  Alfred's  father,  however,  opposes  his  union.  Violetta  nobly  sacrifices 
her  feelings  and  departs  for  Paris,  whither,  nevertheless,  after  a  time  Alfred 
follows  her.  Here  he  finds  her  under  the  protection  of  the  Baron  Donphol. 
Being  unaware  of  her  motives,  which  are  most  unselfish,  he  upbraids  her 
severely  in  the  presence  of  others. 

ACT   III. 

Violetta,  stung  to  the  quick,  seeks  her  home  —  there  to  die  of  a  broken 
heart.  Alfred,  at  last  appraised  of  the  real  facts,  goes  to  her  to  atone  for 
his  heartlessness,  but  he  is  too  late.  The  poor  girl's  last  moments  are  the 
happiest  of  her  life,  for  she  dies  as  Alfred  tells  her  of  his  faithful  love. 


DER   FREYSCHUTZ. 

There  was  a  superstition  in  the  middle  ages  that  persons  employed  by 
owners  of  large  tracts  of  forests,  as  foresters,  thought  there  was  an  evil 
spirit  abiding  in  the  forest  laying  snares  to  gain  the  souls  of  honest  hunters 
by  the  tempting  offers  of  unerring  bullets.  The  loord  Freyschutz  (free 
shooter)  signifies  a  per  on  who  shoots  with  these  magic  bidlets,  always  hit- 
ting the  mark.  There  once  lined  an  old  farmer  by  the  name  of  Kuno. 
Agathe,  his  only  daughter,  was  betrothed  to  Max,  a  young  hunter  in  the 
employ  of  her  father.  Kuno  desired  to  retire  from  his  post,  which  was 
hereditary.  He,  having  no  son,  had  requested  the  Prince  to  appoint  Max, 
his  future  son-in-law,  in  his  stead.  The  Prince  consented  on  the  condition 
that  Max  should  prove  himself  a  good  marksman  in  a  trial  shot,  which 
was  to  take  place  before  the  Prince.  On  the  issue  of  this  trial  shot  de- 
pended the  union  of  the  two  lovers.  The  evil  spirit  was  ccdled  Zamiel,  and 
in  order  to  feel  the  influence  of  his  power,  the  person  must  agree  to  sur- 
render his  life  and  body  to  Zamiel  on  a  certain  day,  before  which  time, 
hoviever,  he  might  be  successful  with  the  magic  bullets. 

ACT   I. 

The  first  act  opens  as  Max  is  dejected  in  spirit,  filled  with  gloomy  fore- 
bodings as  to  the  trial  contest  of  the  following  day.  Now  Caspar,  a  com- 
rade of  Max,  had  entered  the  compact  with  Zamiel,  and  Caspar,  perceiving 
the  mental  condition  of  Max,  and  also  desirous  of  obtaining  a  concession 
from  Zamiel,  by  bringing  him  a  victim  and  perhaps  two,  took  advantage  of 
Max's  state  of  mind ;  consequently  he  assured  Max  that  he  could  enable  him 
to  get  some  of  the  magic  bullets,  and  agreed  to  meet  him  at  Wolf's  Glen,  the 
abode  of  Zamiel.  For  that  purpose  Max  hurried  off  and  bade  a  hasty  good- 
night to  his  beloved  Agathe. 

ACT   II; 

Agathe  was  haunted  by  a  strange  presentiment  that  disaster  would  attend 
her  wedding  day ;  the  portrait  of  Kuno's  ancestor,  the  first  who  had  filled 
the  hereditary  post,  had  tumbled  down  twice,  and  other  peculiar  things  had 
happened.  In  vain  Annchen,  a  relative  and  friend  of  Agathe,  endeavored 
to  cheer  her  sad  companion. 

Max  proceeded  to  Wolf's  Glen  at  the  appointed  hour,  received  the 
bullets,  and  returned  for  the  contest  on  the  following  day. 
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ACT   III. 

Max  made  three  excellent  shots,  which  so  delighted  the  Prince  that  he 
desired  still  new  proofs  of  the  superior  marksmanship  of  the  young  hunter. 
Now,  the  night  before,  Max  had  received  four  magic  bullets,  while  Caspar 
retained  three  for  himself,  and  the  last  bullet  given  by  Zamiel  was  always 
true  to  his  master's  evil  design,  and  when  this  last  bullet  was  shot  by  Max, 
at  the  request  of  the  Prince  for  more  marksmanship,  with  a  loud  shriek 
Agathe  fell.  The  bullet  had  struck  her,  but  fortunately  had  not  harmed  her, 
as  she  wore  a  precious  relic  which  was  proof  to  every  charm.  Zamiel, 
defeated  in  his  foul  purpose,  had  then  directed  the  bullet  to  the  head  of 
Caspar.  Here  an  aged  hermit,  whom  everybody  revered,  interposed  in  favor 
of  Max.  Max  was  to  pass  one  ordeal  year  here,  and  then,  if  irreproachable, 
receive  Agathe  in  marriage.     The  trial  shot  was  ever  after  abolished. 


ORFEO. 

Orpheus  mourns  the  death  of  his  wife,  Eurydice.  Plis  companions  gather 
about  him  and  offer  sympathy.  His  grief  is  so  great  he  begs  them  to  depart 
and  leave  him  in  solitude.  When  alone  he  determines  to  seek  his  dear 
Eurydice  among  the  departed,  and  save  her  from  Pluto's  dark  abode.  Love 
appears  to  him,  promises  to  aid  him  and  to  restore  his  wife  on  condition  that 
he  shall  not  look  back  after  he  has  found  Eurydice,  but  lead  straight  on  out 
of  Hades  to  the  upper  world.  He  agrees,  and  the  act  ends  with  his  delight 
at  the  prospect  of  seeing  and  having  his  loved  one  once  again.  The  demons 
and  spectres  are  whirling  in  an  infernal  dance  as  Orpheus  enters.  As  he 
gings  his  grief  it  softens  the  hearts  of  the  demons,  who  cause  the  great  gates 
to  open,  and  allow  him  free  passage  to  the  infernal  kingdom. 

Orpheus  enters  to  a  crowd  of  happy  spirits,  who  fade  away  as  he  appears, 
but  reappear  at  his  entreaty,  bringing  the  shade  of  Eurydice  veiled.  A 
shadow  dance  is  proposed,  during  which  Orpheus  discovers  Eurydice  by 
magnetic  attraction.  She  follows  him  to  the  passage  leading  to  the  upper 
world.  Orpheus  leads  Eurydice  by  the  hand,  but  never  turns  to  her.  Her 
jealousy  is  aroused  and  she  reproaches  him  for  his  coldness,  till,  broken- 
hearted, she  falls  on  a  rock  as  if  dead.  Orpheus  gives  vent  to  his  grief,  and 
draws  his  sword  to  slay  himself,  when  Love  appears  and  arrests  his  hand, 
touches  Eurydice  and  awakens  her  from  her  swoon.  The  companions  of 
Orpheus  enter,  and  all  is  joy. 


FALSTAFF. 

ACT    I. 


"Falstaff"  is  based  on  two  of  Shakespeare's  plays — "Henry  IV"  and 
"  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor."  Ealstaff,  an  over-fed  roue,  believes  himself 
irresistible  to  all  womankind,  and,  thinking  he  has  charmed  both  Mrs.  Alice 
Ford  and  Mrs.  Meg  Page,  writes  each  a  love  letter,  both  couched  in  the 
same  terms,  and  in  precisely  the  same  words.  Mrs.  Alice  Ford  and  Mrs. 
Meg  Page,  together  with  Dame  Quickly  and  Anne  (Nan)  Ford,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Alice  Ford,  meet  at  the  home  of  the  latter  lady,  and  while  there  each 
shows  the  other's  love  letter.  What  is  their  astonishment  to  find  that  both 
letters  are  couched  in  the  same  terms,  and  written  by  the  same  person,  that  is, 
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Falstaff.     They  immediately  arrange  a   plan    whereby   they   may   revenge 
themselves  upon  him. 

ACT   II. 

Nan,  in  the  meantime,  informs  her  mother  that  her  father  (Ford)  de 
mands  that  she  marry  Dr.  Caius,  whom  she  does  not  love.  Her  mother 
promises  that  she  shall  marry  the  man  of  her  choice — Fenton.  Dame 
Quickly  is  sent  by  Mrs.  Ford  with  a  note  to  Falstaff,  inviting  him  to  call. 
Falstaff  falls  into  the  trap,  and  when  he  visits  Mrs.  Alice  Ford  is  thrown 
from  the  window  in  a  wash- basket,  like  a  piece  of  soiled  linen. 

ACT   III. 

Not  satisfied  with  this  revenge,  Lady  Alice  Ford  sends  Dame  Quickly 
with  another  invitation  to  Falstaff  to  meet  her  in  Windsor  Park,  at  midnight. 
Falstaff  again  falls  into  the  trap,  and  while  at  the  meeting  place  is  frightened 
by  what  he  supposes  are  fairies,  elfs,  and  imps,  as  Windsor  Park  is  supposed 
to  be  haunted  by  the  spirit  of  the  "  Black  Hunter."  Here  Falstaff  is  beaten, 
laughed  at,  etc.,  and  finally  all  is  revealed  to  him,  and  Nan  is  betrothed  to 
Fenton,  and  all  ends  happily. 


FIDELIO. 

ACT  I. 

Florestan,  a  Spanish  nobleman,  and  friend  of  Fernando,  prime  minister, 
by  exposure  of  the  misdeeds  of  Pizarro,  awakened  the  hatred  of  the  latter, 
who  was  not  without  the  means  of  gratifying  his  malignity  as  governor  of  a 
fortress  used  as  a  political  prison.  He  managed  to  captivate  Florestan,  and 
confining  him  in  the  dungeon,  circulated  a  report  of  his  death.  The  noble- 
man would  have  died  had  it  not  been  for  the  faithful  love  of  Leonora,  his 
wife,  who,  not  believing  him  dead,  and  suspecting  Pizarro,  finally,  in  the 
guise  of  a  young  man,  calling  herself  Fidelio,  received  employment  from 
Rocco,  head  jailer  under  Pizarro.  The  youth  gained  the  affection  of  the 
old  man  and  also  of  his  daughter,  Marcellina,  the  latter  becoming  quite 
neglectful  of  her  rustic  lover,  Jaquino.  Leonora,  with  the  best  of  motives, 
was  obliged  to  encourage  the  girl  for  the  sake  of  her  influence  over  Rocco, 
and  they  together  so  far  prevailed  upon  him  that  he  consented  to  allow 
Fidelio  the  privileges  of  the  prison.  Pizarro  received  notice  that  the  prime 
minister  was  on  his  way  to  the  prison.  Something  must  be  done  to  avert  the 
possibility  of  Fernando  becoming  aware  that  Florestan  was  there  detained. 
Rocco  is  commanded  to  kill  and  bury  the  supposed  criminal  in  the  inner 
dungeon.  He  refuses  to  kill,  but  will  dig  the  grave.  Pizarro,  himself, 
agrees  to  do  the  former. 

ACT   II. 

Rocco,  with  Fidelio,  repairs  accordingly  to  the  vault  where  Florestan  is 
discovered.  The  two  proceed  to  clear  out  an  old  cistern,  which  is  to  be  the 
place  of  burial.  Pizarro  enters  the  dungeon  and  is  about  to  give  the  fatal 
blow  when  Leonora  throws  herself  between  the  would-be  murderer  and  her 
husband.  Her  sudden  avowal  of  her  name  causes  a  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
Pizarro,  but  he  again  raises  the  dagger,  when  he  is  accosted  with  a  pistol  in 
the  hands  of  Leonora.  Florestan  is  saved.  A  moment  after,  trumpets 
announce  the  arrival  of  Fernando.  Pizarro  is  summoned  to  meet  him. 
Rocco  leads  forth  Florestan  and  the  heroic  Leonora.  Many  prisoners  are 
released,  and  the  occasion  is  one  of  joy  to  all. 
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WERTHER. 

The  French  composer,  Jules  Massenet,  has  here  selected  for  text  of  a 
four  act  lyric  opera  the  pathetic  story  by  Goethe. 

ACT   I. 

Young  Werther,  of  sad  nature,  is  in  love  with  Charlotte,  already  be- 
trothed to  Albert,  friend  of  the  story's  hero. 

Werther's  love  is  returned  by  Charlotte,  whose  honor,  however,  holds 
her  to  Albert.  The  maiden  implores  her  melancholy  suitor  to  leave  her 
forever. 

ACT   II. 

Three  months  have  elapsed  since  the  marriage  of  Albert  and  Charlotte. 
Werther,  at  the  request  of  Charlotte,  departs. 

ACT   III. 

Werther  returns,  and  again  discloses  his  love.  On  the  pretext  of  setting 
out  on  a  lonely  journey  he  sends  a  note  to  Albert  requesting  the  loan  of  his 
revolver.     Upon  its  receipt  Werther  shoots  himself. 

ACT   IV. 

He  is  found  in  his  dying  condition  by  Charlotte,  whose  anxiety  has 
caused  her  to  suspect  the  truth.  The  last  scene  is  one  of  great  strength,  for, 
in  antithesis  to  the  sad  meeting  of  the  lovers,  the  joyous  Christmas  carols  of 
merry  children  on  the  streets  are  heard  without. 


LUCIA  DI   LAMMERMOOR. 

ACT   I. 

The  story  relates  the  love  of  Sir  Edgar  Ravenswood  for  the  lovely 
Lucia.  The  latter  was  sister  to  Lord  Ashton,  whose  political  opposition 
to  Sir  Edgar  was  made  the  more  bitter  by  the  fact  that  he  (Lord  Ashton) 
was  holder  of  the  forfeited  Ravenswood  estates.  Her  brother  furthermore 
desired  Lucia  to  marry  Lord  Arthur  Bucklaw,  as  such  a  union  would  be  bene- 
ficial financially  to  Ashton.  Lucia,  however,  prefers  the  poor  Ravenswood, 
and  declares  her  love  for  him. 

ACT   II. 

While  absent  on  a  journey,  Sir  Edgar  dispatches  many  a  proof  of  his 
fidelity  to  Lucia  ;  they  are,  however,  intercepted  by  her  brother.  Lucia  is 
still  true  to  her  love.  Finally,  Ashton  forges  a  paper  telling  of  the  unfaith- 
fulness of  Ravenswood.  Lucia,  driven  almost  to  madness,  at  length  consents 
to  become  the  bride  of  Bucklaw. 

ACT   III. 

The  marriage  takes  place,  but  amid  the  festivities  of  the  guests,  after  the 
newly  wedded  pair  have  retired,  groans  are  heard  proceeding  from  the 
nuptial  chamber.  Lord  Bucklaw  is  discovered,  bleeding  to  death.  The 
storm  of  passion  has  proved  too  much  for  Lucia,  who  now,  in  wild  mania, 
brandishes  the  sword  of  the  husband,  whom  she  has  slain.  Soon  her  senses 
return,  but  only  as  life  departs.  The  terrible  event  precipitates  her  death, 
and  wakes  remorse  in  the  heart  of  Lord  Henry  Ashton.  Sir  Edgar  returns, 
to  take  a  last  look  upon  her  whom  he  loved,  and  finds  that  she  has  been 
faithful  unto  death. 
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PAGLIACCI. 

PREL  VJJE. 

The  story  is  introduced  by  the  clown,  who  sings,  before  the  curtain  rises, 
of  the  tragic  sorrovjs  and  passions  that  sway  buffoons  as  well  as  the  great 
and  noble. 

ACT    I. 

Canio  is  the  chief  of  a  little  band  of  strolling  mountebanks.  His  wife, 
Nedda,  is  a  vain,  pretty  baggage,  and  he  does  not  trust  her.  Tonio,  a  hump- 
back, malicious,  the  clown,  makes  hot  love  to  her  in  the  village  where  they 
are  to  play  the  day  of  their  arrival.  She  strikes  him  with  a  whip.  In  re- 
venge, he  brings  Canio  upon  Nedda  and  her  lover,  Silvio,  a  farmer  of  the 
neighborhood.  Silvio  runs  away,  and  Canio  does  not  see  his  face.  There 
are  bitter  words  between  man  and  wife,  and  Canio  in  agony  prepares  for  his 
clowning. 

ACT   II. 

The  people  gather  to  see  the  show,  and  Silvio  is  in  the  crowd.  The  play 
is  the  old  story  of  Pantaloon's  jealousy  and  the  love  of  Columbine  and  Har- 
lequin. The  crazed  Canio  acts  with  such  realism  that  the  peasants  are  en- 
raptured. Suddenly  he  asks  the  name  of  the  lover.  She  defies  him.  He 
stabs  her  and  kills  Silvio,  who  starts  from  his  place.  Laughing  madly,  he 
shrieks  out,  c-  The  Comedy  is  finished." 


MARRIAGE   OF  FIGARO. 

ACT    I. 

Susanna,  betrothed  to  Figaro,  is  also  loved  by  the  Count.  Figaro  becomes 
jealous  of  the  Count,  who  is,  in  turn,  jealous  of  Cherubino,  a  page.  The 
Count,  wishing  to  interview  Susanna,  enters  the  room  while  Cherubino  is 
relating  some  of  his  liaisons,  when  Cherubino  is  hastily  concealed  and  over- 
hears the  Count's  love-making.  But  being  discovered,  the  Count  resolves  to 
punish  him,  but  afterward,  moved  by  pity,  and  to  keep  him  from  telling  what 
he  has  heard,  gives  him  an  officer's  commission,  and  orders  him  to  depart 
immediately.  Susanna  tells  the  Countess  of  the  Count's  visit  to  her  room, 
and  they,  with  Figaro,  conspire  to  entrap  the  Count  and  punish  him.  Cher- 
ubino does  not  start  for  his  post,  but  is  introduced  into  the  room  of  the 
Countess,  to  be  dressed  for  his  part  in  the  plot.  Before  this  is  accomplished, 
the  Count  demands  entrance,  and,  finding  the  Countess  much  confused,  his 
suspicions  are  awakened.  The  Count  goes  out,  and  Cherubino  leaps  from 
the  window.  The  Count  returns  to  break  open  the  door,  but  is  confused  at 
seeing  Susanna  come  from  the  closet  instead  of  Cherubino.  The  Count  is 
still  only  half  convinced  when  Antonio  enters,  bearing  some  flowers  Cheru- 
bino has  broken  in  his  descent,  and  gives  to  the  Count  the  commission  pre- 
viously given  to  Cherubino,  which  he  has  lost  in  his  flight.  Figaro  claims 
to  be  the  one  who  jumped  out  of  the  window,  and  is  not  even  disconcerted 
by  the  production  of  the  lost  commission,  saying  he  meant  to  return  it,  that 
the  seal  might    be  attached.     The    angry   Count  is  perplexed  ;  but  before 
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matters  can  be  explained,  Marcellina  enters  with  the  contract  signed  by 
Figaro,  and  brings  Bartolo  with  her  as  witness.  The  Count  rejoices  at  this 
and  endeavors  to  have  the  contract  enforced. 

ACT   II. 

Judgment  is  given  against  Figaro,  who  pleads  his  noble  birth  as  a  bar  to 
his  marriage  with  Marcellina,  but  is  proved,  by  marks  on  his  arm,  to  be 
really  the  son  of  the  woman  who  wished  to  marry  him,  and  of  Bartolo. 
While  embracing  his  new-found  mother,  Susanna  enters,  and  she,  too,  be- 
comes jealous  ;  but  an  explanation  contents  her.  Cherubino,  in  female  dress, 
with  Barberina,  enters,  and  presents  the  Count  with  flowers.  The  Count 
kisses  Cherubino,  but  Antonio  discovers  his  sex,  and  exposes  him  to  the 
Count.  The  Count  is  furiously  angry  at  Cherubino,  but  dares  not  revenge 
himself.  In  pursuance  of  their  plot,  Susanna  appoints  a  meeting  with  the 
Count,  which  Figaro  discovers,  and  becomes  more  jealous  than  ever.  He 
hires  some  bravos  to  waylay  and  punish  him.  For  the  meeting  with  the 
Count  the  Countess  and  Susanna  have  exchanged  dresses.  Figaro  complains 
to  Susanna  (to  the  one  wearing  the  Countess's  dress),  and  gets  his  ears  boxed 
for  his  folly.  The  Count  also  meets  the  one  he  supposes  to  be  his  wife,  and 
forces  her  to  unveil  her  face  before  all  the  company,  when  all  is  satisfactorily 
explained,  greatly  to  the  joy  of  Figaro. 


RIGOLETTO. 

The  story  of  this  three  act  opera,  composed  by  Verdi,  is  full  of  horror. 

ACT   I. 

Gilda,  the  heroine,  is  the  daughter  of  Rigoletto,  a  low-lived  pandour  in 
service  of  the  libertine,  Duke  of  Mantua.  Count  Ceprano  and  Count 
Monterone,  whose  wives  have  been  abducted  by  Rigoletto  and  his  master, 
invoke  the  vengeance  of  the  gods  upon  the  twain.  Rigoletto  is  extremely 
watchful  of  his  own  daughter.  He  never  allows  her  to  leave  the  house  save 
to  attend  religious  services.  The  wily  duke  observes  her  on  one  of  these 
occasions  and  traces  her  to  her  home.  Ceprano  and  his  adherents,  suppos- 
ing her  to  be  the  mistress  of  Rigoletto,  endeavor  to  carry  her  off  by  force, 
and  pretending  to  Rigoletto  that  their  object  is  Ceprano's  wife,  they  cause 
him  to  assist  them  in  the  abduction  of  his  own  daughter. 

ACT   II. 

Upon  finding  out  the  ruse  Rigoletto  hires  one  Sparafucile  to  assassinate 
the  duke,  and  Sparafucile,  aided  by  his  sister,  Magdalena,  induces  the  duke 
to  go  with  him  to  an  inn,  intending  there  to  make  way  with  him.  The  duke's 
fascinating  manner,  however,  inspires  Magdalena  to  save  him. 

ACT   III. 

In  the  meantime  Rigoletto  has  his  daughter  disguised  in  male  attire,  to 
thus  make  her  escape  to  Verona,  and  brings  her  before  her  departure  to  the 
inn,  that  she  may  see  the  duke's  faithlessness.  While  outside  the  inn  she 
overhears  the  plot  to  murder  the  duke  and  hears  the  would-be  assassins  state 
that  they  will  surely  kill  the  duke  unless  they  find  a  substitute  for  him,  so  as 
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to  secure  the  promised  reward  from  Rigoletto.  Gilda,  with  a  woman's 
devotion,  is  only  too  eager  to  sacrifice  herself  for  the  man  she  loves,  and 
enters  the  door  only  to  be  mortally  stabbed.  Sparafucile  throws  the  body 
into  a  sack  and  gives  her  thus  to  her  father,  thus  completing  the  compact. 
Rigoletto,  about  to  cast  sack  and  all  into  the  river,  hears  the  voice  of  the 
duke,  opens  the  sack,  and  discovers  his  daughter  still  breathing.  She  dies 
forthwith.  Rigoletto,  overwhelmed,  realizes  the  fulfilment  of  the  invocation 
of  the  two  counts. 


WILLIAM   TELL. 

ACT   I. 

Gessler,  governor  of  the  Swiss  people,  was  unjustly  oppressive.  To 
William  Tell,  one  of  their  noblest  fellows,  the  subjects  looked  for  relief  and 
protection.  He  only  awaits  an  opportunity,  which  at  length  occurs.  Leu- 
toldo,  whose  daughter  has  been  stolen  by  the  soldiers  of  Gessler,  seeks  her 
rescue,  but,  killing  one  of  the  soldiers  who  opposed  him,  seeks  safety  in 
flight.     Tell  aids  the  fugitive  and  lands  him  on  a  foreign  shore. 

The  soldiers,  however,  hotly  pursue  Leutoldo,  and  find  him  out  as  he  is 
enjoying  a  day  of  village  festivity.  The  joy,  however,  is  turned  to  grief,  as 
the  disappointed  soldiers,  in  their  frenzy,  murder  the  venerable  pastor, 
Menchthal.  Tell  at  once  summons  the  citizens,  who  agree  to  rise  in  arms  to 
avenge  their  wrongs. 

ACT   II. 

Arnoldo,  son  of  the  lamented  Menchthal,  and  in  love  with  Lady  Matilda, 
who,  although  of  the  enemy's  number,  is  loved  by  the  citizens  in  general,  is 
supposed  to  be  only  partially  favorable  to  the  cause  of  Tell.  But  the 
knowledge  of  his  father's  death  and  the  influence  of  Tell  bring  him  to  his 
senses,  and  he  swears  fealty  to  Tell,  even  at  the  risk  of  losing  Matilda. 

ACT   III. 

During  a  village  fair  before  the  castle  of  Gessler  people  from  all  parts  are 
assembled,  and  a  pole  is  raised  bearing  aloft  a  hat.  The  tyrannical  Gessler 
himself  is  present,  and  orders  his  subjects  to  pass  by  in  review,  bowing  be- 
fore the  hat,  in  recognition  of  his  authority.  William  Tell  appears  with 
Jemmy,  his  son.  He  scorns  the  command.  He  is  declared  a  rebel  and 
bound.  He  whispers  to  his  son  to  flee  to  his  mother,  Edwige,  beseeching 
her  to  fire  the  beacon  light.  Gessler,  observing  the  boy,  orders  him  back, 
and,  learning  that  he  is  the  son  of  Tell,  declares  that  both  may  be  free  if 
Tell  will  shoot  an  apple  from  the  head  of  his  son.  Tell  accepts  the  challenge 
and  is  successful.  Tell  faints,  and  as  his  clothes  are  loosened  a  hidden 
arrow  is  observed.  The  arrow  was  intended  for  Gessler  had  Tell  been  un- 
successful in  his  trying  task.  Gessler  orders  father  and  son  to  be  taken 
prisoners. 

ACT   IV- 

Matilda  claims  the  life  of  the  boy  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign.  He  is 
released,  but  Tell  is  borne  away  to  a  lonely  castle.  He  is  finally  rescued, 
and  accomplishes  the  freedom  of  his  people  by  killing  Gessler. 
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CARMEN. 

Seville  in  1820  is  the  scene  of  this  opera. 

ACT  I. 

A  troop  of  soldiers  are  waiting  for  the  guard  to  be  changed.  Michaela, 
a  village  girl,  appears;  she  seeks  a  brigadier  (Don  Jose),  bearing  a  message 
from  his  mother.  The  officer  on  guard  invites  her  to  wait  his  arrival,  but 
she  refuses,  and  departs.  The  relief  guard  and  Don  Jose  come  on ;  the 
square  is  crowded  by  young  men.  Don  Jose  is  indifferent.  Girls  enter,  and 
young  men  inquire  for  Carmen,  who  asserts  her  desire  for  universal  dominion 
by  flinging  at  the  silent  Don  Jose  the  flowers  she  wears  in  her  dress. 
P^actory  bell  rings.  Girls  hasten  to  work.  Don  Jose's  blood  is  roused ;  but 
the  arrival  of  Michaela,  with  a  letter  and  purse  from  his  mother,  calms  him, 
and  he  resolves  to  stifle  the  sudden  passion  Carmen  has  excited,  and  devote 
himself,  as  his  mother  wishes,  to  Michaela.  She  has  scarcely  gone,  and  Don 
Jose  is  about  to  throw  Carmen's  flowers  away,  when  a  noise  is  heard  in  the 
factory.  The  girls  rush  out.  Two  of  them  have  quarrelled.  One  of  them 
is  wounded  —  her  assailant  is  Carmen.  Jose  is  ordered  to  take  her  into 
custody.  She  sings,  and  is  saucy  to  the  officer.  He  resolves  on  sending  her 
to  prison.  Don  Jose  and  two  soldiers  escort  her.  At  the  foot  of  the  bridge 
a  sudden  push  from  Carmen  throws  Don  Jose  down  and  she  escapes. 

ACT  II. 

The  second  act  displays  the  inn.  Carmen  is  here  with  her  friends. 
They  sing  and  dance.  Some  officers  and  soldiers  are  here  also.  The 
captain  is  fascinated  by  Carmen.  A  new  arrival,  Escamillo,  appears,  the 
victorious  bull-fighter  of  Granada.  Soldiers  and  gypsies  welcome  him.  He 
devotes  himself  to  Carmen.  'Tis  time  to  close  the  inn.  Escamillo  and 
soldiers  depart,  but  two  smugglers,  having  booty  in  view,  seek  Carmen's 
assistance.  She  refuses  to  accompany  them,  telling  them  she  is  waiting  for 
her  lover.  The  smugglers  try  to  persuade  Carmen  to  induce  Jose  to  join 
their  band.  She  agrees ;  and  when  the  enamoured  brigadier  arrives  Carmen 
tempts  him  to  stay,  in  spite  of  the  trumpet  of  recall.  He  refuses  to  become 
a  deserter,  and  is  about  to  quit  her,  when  the  officer  forces  his  way  in 
and  orders  him  out.  Sabres  are  drawn.  Carmen  calls  for  aid.  The 
gypsies  appear.  The  officer  is  made  a  prisoner,  whilst  the  gypsies,  Carmen, 
and  Jose  escape  to  the  mountains. 

ACT  III. 
Scene:    The  Smugglers'  Haunt. 

The  contrabandists  are  busy ;  Jose  is  there  with  Carmen,  whose  love  is 
waning.  He  still  adores  her,  though  stung  by  remorse  for  his  mother.  All 
are  quitting  the  haunt  when  Escamillo  arrives.  He  has  toiled  up  the  rocks 
in  pursuit  of  Carmen,  and,  not  knowing  Jose,  reveals  his  passion  to  him.  A 
fight  is  about  to  take  place,  but  Carmen  and  the  smugglers  rush  in  and 
separate  them.  Jose  upbraids  Carmen.  The  sudden  appearance  of  Michaela 
compels  him  to  leave.  He  hesitates,  but  duty  prevails,  and  he  follows 
Michaela. 

ACT  IV. 

A  bull-fight  is  about  to  begin.  Escamillo  is  there  with  the  faithless 
Carmen.  He  departs.  Carmen's  gypsy  friends  warn  her  that  Jose  is  in 
search  of  her.  She  will  not  conceal  herself,  and  resolves  to  brave  him. 
Jose  comes.  He  tries  to  rekindle  the  old  love.  Carmen  will  not  listen. 
Maddened  with  her  joy  at  the  triumph  of  Escamillo,  Jose  stabs  her,  and 
Carmen  falls  dead  as  the  victorious  Escamillo  enters. 
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structor in  Italian  Language  and  Literature. 

LEO   WIENER, 

Prom  the  University  of  Warsaw;  Instructor  in 
Russian  Language,  and  Lecturer  on  Slavic  Lit- 
erature. 

JOSE   J.    DIAZ,    B.  S., 

From  the  Real  Universidad,  Madrid;  Instruc- 
tor in  Spanish  Language  and  Literature. 


SUMMER  SESSION.— From  July  to  October. 

SPECIAL  COURSE    FOR  TEACHERS. 

Note  Bsne.  Student?  taught  by  orrespoadence.  Foreign  libraries  selected 
and  bouzht.  Teachers'  and  Students  work  criticised  and  revised.  Transla- 
tions made  from,  and  into,  any  language. 


1.  —  This   College   advocates  no  special   "method." 

Thoroughness  is  our  motto,  whatever  be  the  stu- 
dent's aim. 

2.  —  Students  are  classified  according  to  previous  at- 

tainments and  special  object. 

3.  —  New  courses  are  formed  every  week. 

4. —  The  text-books  used  are  mostly  those  published 
by  the  members  of  the  faculty. 

5.  —  Lessons  are  given  at  residence  when  classes  are 

formed  by  the  pupils  themselves,  in,  or  away  from, 
Boston. 

6.  —  Free   lectures   in    French,    German,    Italian,    or 

Spanish  are  delivered  to  the  students  and  general 
public  every  Monday  at  2  p.m. 


DRAMATIC    ART. 

This  is  the  only  school  in  the  States  teaching  the 
Technique  of  the  Drama.  This  work  is  in  charge 
of  Prof.  Alfred  Hennequin,  author  of  The  Art  of 
Play  Writing.  This  course  is  intended  for  students 
of  the  drama,  and  of  dramatic  literature,  critics,  play- 
goers, and  dramatic  writers. 


GERMANIA. 


A  monthly  magazine,  published  by  the  President  of 
the  College,  intended  for  the  study  of  the  German 
language  and  literature.  Extensively  used  in  schools, 
colleges,  universities,  and  the  home. 
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' —  I — ^IFTY  years  in  business  means  a  great  deal  to  the  thinking  man.  It  suggests  to 
J-  him  a  massive  structure  whose  foundation  stone  is  symbolic  of  integrity 
and  enterprise. 

Time  will  tell,  time  must  tell.  No  matter  with  what  flourish  of  trumpets  a 
new  article  is  ushered  into  the  market,  no  matter  how  lavish  the  expenditures  to 
keep  it  prominently  before  the  public,  if  it  falls  short  of  the  promises  made  for  it 
by  its  promoters,  its  career  must  and  will  be  short-lived  Our  illustrious  martyr- 
president,  Abraham  Lincoln,  never  uttered  a  more  palpable  truth  than  is  contained  in 
this   sentence,  "  You  can't  fool  all  of  the  people  all  the  time." 

This  is  true  of  every  business  enterprise.  A  house  that  is  not  built  on  sound 
business  principles,  like  a   house  built  on  sand,  must   eventually  topple  over. 

You  judge  a  tree  by  its  fruit.  You  measure  the  efficiency  and  standing  of  a 
firm   by   the  capacity  of  its   various   departments  and  the   results  accomplished. 

The  S.  R.  Niles  Advertising  Agency,  of  Boston,  was  the  first  established,  and 
consequently  is  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  having  been  founded  in  1846.  Dur- 
ing the  vicissitudes  of  fifty  years  of  existence  it  has  encountered  many  obstacles,  but 
it  has  triumphed  over  them  all,  and  today  it  can  point  to  a  record  that  bespeaks  for 
its  founder  and  his  successors  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  of  advertising  and 
a  high  appreciation  of  straightforward  business   methods. 

Our  best  recommendation  is  the  number  and  standing  of  the  firms  whom  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  counting  among  our  clients.  They  extend  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land 

If  you  have  an  article  of  merit  that  you  contemplate  placing  on  the  market, 
write  us  and  we  will  submit  to  you  a  plan  of  advertising  covering  your  particular 
field  that  will  insure  you  the  best  results  for  the  least  money.  If  you  are  already 
in  the  newspapers,  but  feel  that  you  are  not  receiving  intelligent  service,  write  us  and 
we  will   point   out  the  error   of  your  ways   and  suggest  a  remedy     Our  advice  is  free. 

Jfy>    SS^>    J2^ 

The  S.  R.  Niles 

Advert/sing  Agency, 

(Established   1846.) 

256   WASHINGTON  STREET,      =     BOSTON,   MASS. 
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HUGUENOTS. 

ACT    I. 

Marguerite  de  Valois,  betrothed  to  Henry  IV.,  anxious  to  reconcile  the 
disputes  between  the  Catholics  and  Protestants,  sends  her  page  Urban  to 
invite  Raoul  de  Nangis  to  her  chateau.  Raoul  receives  the  invitation  while 
visiting  the  Count  de  Nevers,  who,  with  his  brother  Catholics,  slights  Kaoul, 
and  mocks  his  Puritanical  servant,  Marcel,  but  who,  on  recognizing  the  royal 
invitation,  treats  him  with  marked  distinction.  Marguerite  communicates  to 
Raoul  her  project  to  form  a  union  between  him  and  Valentina,  daughter  of 
the  Count  de  St.  Bris.  The  contending  parties  swear  the  oath  of  reconcilia- 
tion ;  but  when  Valentina  enters  Raoul  recognizes  in  her  the  one  he  has 
seen  in  De  Nevers's  apartment,  and  indignantly  repudiates  his  presumed 
dishonor,  and  Marguerite's  plan  is  defeated. 

ACT    II. 

The  second  act  is  a  picture  of  life  in  Paris  in  1572.  Here  are  the  Sun- 
day festivities  of  the  population  in  the  Pre-aux-Clercs,  mixed  with  the 
Catholic  Litany  and  Huguenot  songs.  A  collision  is  about  to  take  place,  but 
is  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  gypsies.  Count  de  St.  Bris,  having  been 
challenged  by  Raoul,  forms  a  plot  for  his  assassination,  the  details  of  which 
are  overheard  by  Valentina,  now  married  to  De  Nevers.  She  communicates 
the  scheme  to  Marcel ;  and  when  the  principals  and  seconds  in  the  duel  are 
surrounded  with  St.  Bris's  followers  a  body  of  Huguenots  come  to  the  rescue 
at  the  call  of  Marcel.  The  conflict  waxes  hot  in  words,  and  is  about  to  come 
to  arms,  when  Marguerite  enters  and  stops  the  insurrection.  On  Raoul  find- 
ing that  he  owes  his  life  to  Valentina,  Marguerite  explains  to  him  that  the 
visit  of  the  former  to  De  Nevers,  in  the  first  act,  was  to  ask  him,  as  a  loyal 
chevalier,  to  break  off  her  union  with  him,  as  proposed  by  her  father,  since 
she  loved  Raoul.  The  despair  of  the  latter  at  this  explanation,  and  the  exul- 
tation of  St.  Bris  that  it  has  come  too  late,  with  the  marriage  festivities  of 
Nevers  and  Valentina,  form  the  close  of  Act  II. 

ACT   III. 

In  the  third  act,  Raoul,  in  despair,  visits  Valentina  for  the  last  time.  At 
the  approach  of  Nevers,  St.  Bris,  and  others,  she  conceals  him  behind  some 
tapestry.  He  thus  overhears  the  plan  arranged  by  Catherine  de  Medicis  to 
slaughter  the  Huguenots  on  the  eve  of  St.  Bartholomew.  The  arrangements 
are  made  by  St.  Bris ;  Nevers  nobly  refusing  to  join  in  the  conjuration  and 
benediction  of  poignards,  declaring  that  his  family  contained  a  long  list  of 
warriors,  but  not  one  assassin.  After  the  departure  of  the  conspirators  an 
affecting  interview  takes  place  between  Valentina  and  Raoul,  the  former 
striving  to  detain  him,  for  fear  he  should  be  included  in  the  general  massacre. 
He  hesitates  between  love  and  honor ;  but  the  latter  prevails,  and  he  makes 
his  escape  by  the  window. 

ACT   IV. 

Jtaoul,  at  a  ball,  apprises  the  Huguenots  of  their  peril,  and  then,  before  a 
Protestant  church,  in  the  midst  of  the  slaughter,  meeting  Valentina,  he  hears 
thal\ Nevers  has  been  killed.  Marcel  enters,  wounded,  and  blesses  and 
unites  Raoul  and  Valentina,  on  the  brink  of  eternity ;  and  the  lovers,  with 
their  faithful  adherent  Marcel,  fall  by  a  discharge  of  musketry. 
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A  man  with  a  family 

should  study  its  needs :  whole- 
some food, proper  clothing,good 
air,  exercise  and  (not  the  least 
necessary)  an  occasional  tonic. 
For  debility  will  creep  in. 

^HEUSER-BUSCtfk 

*W  TRADE     MARK 

is  a  food  drink.  One  sup  of  it 
will  give  you  more  grain 
strength  —  actual  nourishment 
—  than  a  dozen  loaves  of  bread. 
It  gives  consumptives  and  suf- 
ferers from  wasting  diseases 
greater  strength  and  healthy 
flesh,  and  gives  nursing  mothers 
just  the  nourishment  they  want. 

To  be  had  at  all  Druggists'  and  Grocers'1 . 

Prepared  by  the  ANHEUSER-BUSCH  BREWING  ASS'N,  St.  Louis,  U.S.A. 

Send  for  handsomely  illustrated  colored  booklets  and  other  reading  matter. 


ARTIST. 


Photographs 


Of  the 


In  the  Metropolitan 
Leading    and  Damrosch  Opera 

Artists        ~Z~  .  ... 

Companies  will 
probably  be  on  sale  at  our 
studio  at  the  termination 
of  their  respective  engage- 
ments  in  this  city. 

21  WEST  ST.,  BOSTON. 


Lucia  may  Edwards, 

Miss  NELLIE  DONOVAN,  Assistant. 

LATE  WITH    MME.  MAY  &  CO. 

CHIROPODY,  MANICURING, 

LADIES'  HAIR  DRESSING, 

FACIAL  TREATMENT. 

HOTEL    PELHAM, 

74  BOYLSTON  STREET,   ROOM  205, 

BOSTON. 
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dLWdYS  EXCLUSIVE  FEATURES.     5TRKTLT  UF  TO  DATE. 

TN  the  Bright,  Newsy  and  Hustling- 
Newspaper,  the 

Boston  J)atl^Stan6ar6, 

.    THE   AMERICAN   REPUBLICAN   NEWSPAPER 
OF  NEW   ENGLAND. 


*.+.+.+..> 


Don't  Miss  it.     For  Sale   by   EVERY 
Newsdealer  and  Newsboy       .... 

THE    STANDARD    HAS  THE    LARGEST    CIRCULATION    OF    ANY 
REPUBLICAN    NEWSPAPER    IN    NEW    ENGLAND. 


Publication  Office,  39  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

TROVATORE. 

Count  de  Luna  had  two  sons.  The  younger  was  supposed  to  have  been 
bewitched  by  a  gypsy  woman,  who  was  therefor  burned  alive.  Azucena,  the 
latter's  daughter,  swore  vengeance.  She  was  successful  in  kidnapping  the 
younger  son  of  the  old  count, —  the  cause  of  her  mother's  fate.  With  him 
she  repaired  to  the  stake,  at  which  her  mother's  ashes  were  still  to  be  seen. 
By  mistake  Azucena  threw  her  own  babe  into  the  flames  instead  of  the  stolen 
child,  as  was  her  intent.  She  fled  to  her  tribe,  bearing  the  boy  with  her. 
He  grew  to  superb  manhood,  and  was  known  as  Manrico  the  Troubadour. 
In  the  meantime  the  count  had  died.  His  elder  son  succeeded  to  the  title. 
The  new  count  was  in  love  with  Duchess  Leonora. 

ACT   I. 

Manrico,  disguised,  has  been  crowned  victor  of  a  tourney  by  this  Duchess 
Leonora.  A  love  resulted,  shared  by  both.  One  night  the  count,  while  in 
the  Royal  Gardens,  was  surprised  by  the  voice  of  the  singing  troubadour. 
Leonora,  attracted  by  the  song,  had  come  from  the  palace.  Mistaking  the 
count  for  his  unknown  brother,  she  hastened  to  him.  Manrico  had  seen  and 
was  jealous.  He  and  the  count  duelled.  Manrico  was  not  injured.  He 
joined  the  army  and  left  for  the  wars,  was  wounded,  wTas  found  on  the  battle- 
field by  Azucena.  She  removed  him  to  her  mountain  home  and  there 
restored  him  to  health. 

ACTS   II.   AND   III. 

He  learned  that  Duchess  Leonora,  believing  him  dead,  was  about  to  enter 
a  convent.     He  set  out  and  overtook  Leonora  just  in  time.     He  conducted 
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her  to  Caste! lor,  which  place  was  at  once  besieged  by  de  Luna.  The  trou- 
badour was  preparing  for  his  marriage  when  he  suddenly  heard  that  a  gypsy 
(his  supposed  mother)  was  to  be  burned  alive,  having  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  as  a  spy.  He  hastened  to  rescue  her,  but  was  repulsed  and  taken 
prisoner.  On  the  eve  before  the  day  set  for  the  execution  of  mother  and 
son,  Leonora  suddenly  appeared  before  de  Luna,  offering  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage in  exchange  for  the  life  of  Manrico.     The  count  agreed. 

ACT  IV. 
Leonora  is  permitted  to  enter  the  prison  to  release  Manrico.  On  her  way, 
however,  she  takes  poison.  Manrico,  who  doubted  Leonora,  now  sees  her 
faithfulness.  De  Luna  enters,  takes  in  the  situation  at  a  glance,  and  orders 
that  Manrico  be  killed.  During  the  execution  the  count  drags  Azucena  to 
the  window,  that  she  may  behold  the  fate  of  her  son.  She  then  exposes  her 
secret,  and  cries,  "  Manrico  is  thy  brother  !     Mother,  thou  art  avenged  !  " 


MIGNON. 

ACT   I. 

The  story  is  the  abduction  of  the  child  Mignon  by  gypsies.  Her  parents 
were  of  noble  family.  The  shock  of  her  being  stolen  causes  the  death  of  her 
mother.  Her  father,  Lotario,  leaves  his  ancestral  halls  and  roams,  as  a  min- 
strel, in  search  of  his  daughter. 

Years  pass,  Mignon  leading  a  roaming  life  with  the  gypsies,  knowing 
nothing  of  her  birth. 

Giarno,  chief  of  the  tribe,  seizes  opportunities,  when  in  villages,  to  have 
the  pretty  Mignon  dance,  do  tricks,  etc.,  urging  her  on  with  a  stick.  On  one 
of  these  occasions,  a  young  student  named  Guglielmo  interferes,  and  the 
outcome  is  that  he  purchases  her  on  the  spot.  Mignon  is  sincerely  grateful, 
and  falls  in  love  with  him,  of  which  he  is  entirely  unconscious. 

Guglielmo  is  smitten  with  Filina,  a  young  actress  whom  he  meets  belong- 
ing to  a  troup  of  Thespians  on  their  way  to  the  castle  in  the  next  town, 
where  there  are  to  be  entertainments  in  honor  of  a  powerful  prince. 

Among  those  invited  come  Guglielmo  and  his  Mignon. 

ACT  II. 

Filina,  the  object  of  his  adoration,  is  the  admiration  and  talk  of  all  the 
castle  guests.  Mignon  becomes  desperately  jealous,  and,  being  unable  to 
bear  it,  is  about  to  throw  herself  into  the  lake  back  of  the  castle  when  she  is 
suddenly  interrupted  by  the  sounds  of  a  harp,  and  in  another  minute  Lotario, 
the  aged  minstrel,  appears,  she  little  knowing  it  is  her  father.  She  implores 
his  advice,  and  prays  for  vengeance  to  overtake  the  house  and  her  hated 
rival. 

The  performance  in  the  castle  ending,  the  revellers,  with  Filina  in  their 
midst,  stroll  out  on  the  terrace,  all  loud  in  their  praises  of  the  actress's  talent 
and  beauty,  when  suddenly  the  cries  of  "  fire  ! "  disturb  the  gayeties,  and 
flames  burst  from  the  building.  Confusion  reigns  ;  the  aged  and  crazed 
Lotario,  in  response  to  the  desire  of  Mignon,  has  fired  the  castle. 

ACT   III. 

Guglielmo,  missing  Mignon,  rushes  into  the  flames  and  returns  with  the 
hapless  girl  fainting  in  his  arms.  i*      I 

The  last  scene  takes  us  to  Lotario's  old  home  on  the  beautiful  Italian 
lake.     In    a   room   lies    Mignon.     Guglielmo,   who  has  assisted  Lotario  in 
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JENNINGS  <£  CO., 

Successors  to 
JOSEPHINE    H.    EGAN, 


Merrill  Pianos  .  . 


Imported 

fgf  ■■■'**  •  Dinner  Gown$ 


C05TUAE5, 


etc, 
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I    East    40th    St.,    New  York. 

Branches : 

CASINO,   Newport,   and 

ARLINGTON    HOTEL,  Washington. 


most   artistic   instruments 
made. 

INSPECTION    INVITED. 


The  Merrill  Piano  Co., 

118   BOYLSTON  STREET. 


ROSE -  ATTAR. 


Lyceum  Theatre, 
London,  Eng.,  July  19,  1895. 
Dkar  Sirs:  —  Miss  Terry  bids  me  thank  you 
for    the  delicious  "  Rose- Attar,"    and   say,   in  all 
weather  she  finds  it  a  most  refreshing  and  invalu- 
able toilet  preparation.  Yours  truly, 
For  Miss  Ellkn  Terry.      H.  Harries,  Sec'y. 

E.  H.  Cutler  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  use  Rose- Attar,   and  find  it  a 
most  delightful  toilet  preparation. 
Sincerely  yours, 


Used  and  endorsed 
by  the  Queens  of 
Song  and  Drama. 

^h ^(^ -© 

Daintiest  and 
Best  of  Toilet 
Preparations.  <£ 


ROSE-ATTAR  is  a  necessity  on  every  lady's  toilet  table,  in  the  nur- 
sery basket,  and  on  every  gentleman's  Shaving  stand 


For  Chapped  Hands  and  Lips,  Chafing  and  any  Imperfections  and 
Blemish  of  the  Skin,  IT  HAS  NO  EQUAL. 

FOR  SALE  AT  ALL  DRUGGISTS  AND  DEPARTMENT  STORES,  50C.  Battle. 
Used  by  the  Royal  Families  of  Europe. 


E.  H.  CUTLER  &  CO.  soleaancdenctasnaf.?ar.  os-  BOSTON. 

Insist  on  having  Hose-Attar  and  take  no  substitute. 
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bringing  her  hither,  has  discovered  the  secret  of  her  love  for  him.  By 
means  of  a  long-concealed  casket  containing  a  girdle  worn  by  Mignon  when 
a  child,  as  well  as  by  words  of  a  prayer  her  parents  had  taught  her,  the  aged 
Lotario  discovers  that  Mignon  is  his  long-lost  child. 

Guglielmo  finds  he  loves  Mignon,  so  everything  ends  happily. 


LA   NAVARRAISE. 

ACT   I. 

The  story  is  of  a  time  of  a  civil  war  in  Spain  between  the  Royalists  and 
the  Carlists. 

Anita  (La  Navarraise)  is  the  chief  character.  She  is  a  poor  peasant, 
without  kith  or  kin.  She  loves  Araquil,  sergeant  in  the  Spanish  army,  and 
he  in  turn  loves  her.  As  the  curtain  rises  the  din  of  battle  is  heard. 
The  Carlists  have  had  the  best  of  the  day.  Spanish  soldiers,  some  wounded, 
enter.  Anita  anxiously  looks  for  Araquil,  who  at  last  enters.  Their  meet- 
ing is  tender.  Remigo,  AraquiPs  father,  embraces  his  boy,  while  Anita 
remembers  that,  as  Remigo  will  give  Araquil  two  thousand  douros  on  his 
wedding  day,  he  expects  an  equal  sum  from  the  bride ;  but  she  has  it  not. 
She  entreats  Remigo  for  mercy,  but  he  will  not  listen  to  her. 

There  is  another  charge.  Gallant  officers  are  killed,  and  General  Gar- 
rido  cries  out,  furious  at  this  redoubtable  Zucarraga :  "  Will  this  bandit 
never  die  ?  I'll  give  a  fortune  to  the  one  who  captures  Zucarraga  in  battle 
and  brings  him  to  me !  "  Anita  hears  him,  and  rushes  toward  the  camp  of 
the  enemy. 

Night.  Peace  reigns.  Sentinels  are  alone  awake.  With  the  break  of 
day  war  rages  anew.  Suddenly  report  is  spread  that  Zucarraga  has  been 
stabbed  by  a  woman,  a  spy. 

ACT  II. 

Anita,  the  assassin,  enters.  She  killed  to  gain  a  marriage  portion,  which 
she  demands,  and  receives,  of  Garrido.  Araquil  is  brought,  dying,  from  the 
field.  He  has  heard  of  Anita's  visit  to  the  enemy's  camp,  and  not  knowing 
her  deed,  but  knowing  that  she  had  won  her  dot,  reproaches  and  curses  her 
for  having  sold  herself  to  his  enemy,  and  as  he  curses  her  he  dies.  At  this 
she  becomes  mad,  and  dies  on  the  body  of  her  lover. 


SEMIRAMIDE. 

ACT   I. 


The  opera  opens  during  a  festival  in  the  Temple  of  Belus,  in  the  ancient 
city  of  Babylon  the  Great,  held  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Semiramis,  the 
queen  of  Babylon  and  relict  of  Ninus,  its  late  emperor,  to  nominate  a  succes- 
sor to  the  throne.  Assur,  a  prince  in  the  confidence  of  the  queen,  fully 
expects  her  choice  will  fall  on  him  ;  but  she  has  determined  to  confer  the 
dignity  on  Arsaces,  a  young  officer,  the  commander  of  her  armies,  for  whom 
—  although  unknown  to  him  and  to  all  but  herself  —  she  has  conceived  a 
passion.  As  the  religious  ceremonies  proceed  a  storm  arises, —  the  sacred 
fire  is  extinguished,  and  incidents  occur  which  are  looked  upon  as  ill  omens. 
The  queen,  however,  would  proceed,  but  for  the  protestations  of  those  about 
her,  who  ultimately  induce  her  to  await  the  arrival  of  Arsaces,  who  had 
been  dispatched  to  the  oracle.     In  due  time  Arsaces  arrives,  bearing  a  casket 
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which  he  delivers  to  Oroe,  chief  of  the  magi,  containing  a  scroll,  which  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  the  late  king  had  been  cruelly  murdered. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  explain  that  Arsaces  is  in  love  with  Azema,  a 
princess  of  the  blood  royal,  and  that  Assur  also  aspires  to  her  hand.  In  this 
position  of  affairs  Semiramis  again  prepares  to  nominate  a  successor  to  the 
throne,  prior  to  doing  which,  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  she  declares  that 
the  one  dignified  with  that  honor  shall  also  become  her  husband,  and  there- 
upon she  names  Arsaces,  who  vehemently  spurns  the  choice,  and  pleads  his 
love  for  Azema,  while  Assur,  in  remonstrating  with  Semiramis,  makes  dark 
allusions  to  some  violated  confidence  —  some  hidden  compact  —  between 
them,  from  which  the  audience  learns  that  Ninus  has  been  poisoned  by  Assur, 
at  the  instigation  of  the  queen.  In  the  meantime  new  omens  affright  the 
people.  The  tomb  of  Ninus  flies  open,  his  shade  appears,  and  summons 
Arsaces  to  follow  him  to  his  gloomy  abode,  where  Arsaces  learns  that  Ninius, 
the  son  of  Ninus,  still  lives. 

ACT   II. 

On  his  return  he  remonstrates  with  the  priests,  who  are  desirous  of  in- 
vesting him  with  the  insignia  of  office,  when  he  is  informed  by  Oroe  that  he 
himself  is  the  long-lost  Ninius,  consequently  the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne. 
At  the  same  time  Oroe  apprises  him  of  the  guilt  of  Semiramis  and  Assur, 
and,  handing  to  him  his  father's  sword,  calls  upon  him  to  avenge  his  father's 
wrongs. 

This  duty  Arsaces  willingly  undertakes,  as  far  as  Assur  is  concerned, 
but  recoils  at  the  idea  of  becoming  the  punish er  of  his  mother,  notwithstand- 
ing that,  still  ignorant  of  his  being  her  son,  she  is  yet  disgusting  him  with 
her  overtures.  In  an  interview  he  draws  from  his  breast  and  places  in  her 
hand  a  paper  written  by  Ninus  while  in  the  agonies  of  death,  in  which  the 
crime  of  Semiramis  and  her  accomplice  is  revealed. 

Semiramis  is  overwhelmed  with  remorse,  and  Arsaces,  filially  sympathiz- 
ing with  her  sufferings,  assures  her  of  his  forgiveness,  but,  armed  with  his 
father's  sword,  pursues  the  murderer,  Assur,  even  into  the  very  recesses 
of  the  tomb.  There  he  is  about  to  pierce  him  through,  when  Semiramis, 
who  has  followed  him  unobserved  in  the  darkness,  passes  between  them  and 
receives  the  weapon  in  her  heart.  Overcome  with  this  unexpected  catas- 
trophe, Arsaces  is  about  to  plunge  the  sword  into  his  own  bosom,  when  he 
is  prevented  by  the  intervention  of  Oroe,  in  whose  arms  he  faints,  Assur 
being  seized  by  the  guards. 


LAKME. 

ACT    I. 


The  scene  of  this  opera  is  laid  in  India,  and  the  opening  incidents  of  the 
opera  occur  near  the  abode  of  Nilakantha,  a  Brahmin,  who,  with  his  follow- 
ers, still  abhors  the  invading  race.  Gerald  and  Frederick,  officers  in  the 
British  Army,  with  Rose  and  Ellen,  English  ladies  visiting  the  East,  while 
strolling  in  the  environs,  desecrate  the  sacred  grounds  by  their  presence. 
Being  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  intrusion,  they  depart,  but  Gerald  remains 
for  the  purpose  of  sketching  the  design  of  some  jewels  which  have  been  for- 
gotten in  the  garden  by  Lakme,  the  Brahmin's  daughter.  Lakme  now  enters, 
and  her  beauty  at  once  wins  Gerald's  heart.  Some  love  passages  follow,  but 
they  are  rudely  interrupted  by  the  sudden  return  of  Nilakantha.     It  is  death 
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New  compositions  by 

ETHELBERT  NEVIN 

command  universal  interest, 

f    Maggio  in  Tuscan    § 

(May  in  Tuscany) 
Suite    for    Piano.      Op.  21. 

1.  Arlecchino. —  2.  Notturno  (In  Boccaccio 
Villa).— 3.  Lucciolo  (Firefly).— 4.  Misericor 
dia  (On  the  Lung  Arno  at  Midnight).— 
5.  II  Rusignuolo  (In  my  Neighbor's  Garden). 
—  6.  La  Pastorella  (Montepiano);  pr.  .50 each. 
Also,  La  Guitarre  (Pierrot  et  Pierrette)  a 
sketch  for  piano;  pr.  50  cts.  Ready  Feb.,  1896. 

PUBLISHED   BY 

G.    SCHIRMER,  Jr., 

(The  Boston  Music  Co.) 
We  carry  the  finest  stock  of  foreign      4  26   West  St.,  Boston,  flass. 

and  American  sheet  music  in  the  city      $ 
of  Boston.    All  works  performed  dur- 
ing the  opera  season    constantly  in  stock,  also  contained  in  our  "  Circulating  Library  of 
Music."     Circular  giving  regulations,  etc.,  in  detail,  sent  on  application. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  new  editions  of  operas  in  vocal  score,  of  Carmen,  Faust,  Tann- 

hauser,  etc.,  pr.  $1.50.   The  same,  elegantly  bound  in  gilt  and  cloth,  pr.  $2.50.  Complete  catalogues  furnished. 


for  a  foreigner  to  profane  consecrated  soil,  and  Lakme  hastens  her  lover's 
departure.  He  leaves  unseen,  but  Nilakantha  finds  traces  of  his  visit,  and 
the  curtain  falls  upon  the  Indian's  oath  of  vengeance. 

ACT   II. 

In  the  second  act  the  scene  is  shifted  to  a  neighboring  city,  where  a 
great  festival  is  in  course  of  celebration.  Nilakantha  and  Lakme,  disguised 
as  penitents,  mingle  with  the  throng,  the  Brahmin  intent  upon  discovering 
the  author  of  the  sacrilege.  He  commands  Lakme  to  sing,  and  the  voice  of 
the  loved  one  makes  Gerald  reveal  himself.  His  doom  is  sealed.  Night 
comes  on,  and  when  the  crowd  has  scattered  and  the  public  square  is 
deserted,  Nilakantha  strikes  Gerald  down.  Lakme,  however,  has  seen  the 
deed,  and  with  the  aid  of  Hadji,  a  faithful  attendant,  she  bears  the  young 
man,  who  is  not  mortally  wounded,  away.  This  episode  brings  the  second 
act  of  the  opera  to  a  close. 

ACT   III. 

When  the  curtain  rises  upon  the  third  it  discloses  a  forest  view,  with 
Gerald,  who  has  been  restored  to  health  and  strength  through  Lakme's  care, 
slumbering  at  the  maiden's  side.  The  couple  once  more  exchange  assurances 
of  undying  love.  A  chorus  of  voices  is  heard  in  the  distance.  It  is  sung  by 
a  procession  of  young  people  on  their  way  to  taste  the  sacred  waters,  which 
are  said  to  make  love  perennial.  Gerald  and  Lakme  must  essay  their 
powers,  and  the  girl  goes  forth  to  fill  a  cup  at  the  holy  fount.  While  she  is 
absent   Frederick  reappears  to  Gerald,  who  lias  long   been    missing,    and 
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recalls  him  from  romance  to  reality.  The  regiment  is  about  to  march  away, 
and  Gerald  must  be  at  his  post.  He  promises  to  answer  the  roll-call  after 
having  bidden  farewell  to  Lakme.  Frederick  accepts  his  friend's  word  and 
leaves  him.  Lakme  returns  with  the  sacred  water.  As  Gerald  is  about  to 
put  the  cup  to  his  lips,  however,  the  sound  of  drum  and  fife  reaches  his  ears. 
He  starts,  and  Lakme',  at  a  glance,  understands  everything.  In  quiet,  but 
overmastering  despair,  she  gathers  some  poisonous  flowers  and  presses  their 
juice  between  her  teeth.  Death  follows  in  a  few  minutes,  the  heartbroken 
creature  expiring  in  Gerald's  arms  as  Nilakantha  and  his  followers  enter  and 
behold  the  sorrowful  picture. 


ROMEO   ET  JULIET. 

ACT   I. 

In  the  first  act  the  house  of  Capulet  is  discovered  en  fete.  Amongst  the 
crowd  of  maskers  come  Romeo,  Mercutio,  Benvolio,  and  their  friends  on  a 
youthful  frolic.  Juliet  and  Romeo  meet,  and  mutually  love  at  first  sight. 
Tybalt,  a  hot-blooded  kinsman,  sees  through  Romeo's  disguise,  and  wishes 
to  bring  him  to  task  then  and  there  ;  but  Capulet  himself,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  hospitality,  restrains  him,  and  the  act  terminates  as  it  begins,  with  dance 
and  song. 

ACT   II. 

Act  second  is  devoted  to  the  balcony  scene,  with  an  episodical  interrup- 
tion by  some  retainers  of  the  house,  who  fancy  that  something  is  amiss,  but 
fail  to  discover  what. 

ACT   III. 

Act  third  is  divided  into  two  scenes.  The  first  is  the  friar's  cell.  In  the 
second  scene,  Romeo's  page,  Stephano,  is  discovered  searching  by  Capulet's 
door  for  his  missing  master.  Arrogance  on  his  part  provokes  the  servants 
of  the  house  into  drawing  on  him,  and  speedily  the  combat  becomes  general, 
through  the  entrance  of  Mercutio,  Paris,  Benvolio,  Tybalt,  Romeo,  and  their 
several  adherents.  One  grievance  leads  to  another,  and  Mercutio  is  slain  by 
Tybalt,  who,  in  turn,  is  killed  by  Romeo.  Capulet  arrives  on  the  scene, 
closely  followed  by  the  duke  and  his  suite.  The  latter  adjudges  banishment 
to  Romeo,  who  vows  he  will  see  Juliet  once  more  at  all  hazard ;  and  so 
the  act  closes. 

ACT   IV. 

In  act  four  there  are  also  two  scenes  —  the  first  in  Juliet's  room  at  night, 
when  occurs  the  second  grand  duet  for  the  lovers.  After  Romeo  departs  at 
dawn,  Capulet  comes  with  Friar  Lawrence  to  tell  his  daughter  of  her  intend- 
ed marriage  with  Paris,  and  that  the  ceremony  will  straightway  be  performed. 
He  then  retires  to  receive  his  guests,  and  in  her  despair  Juliet  asks  the  friar's 
help.  This  he  gives  her  in  the  shape  of  a  potion,  describing  its  effects.  The 
next  scene  is  the  wedding  party  in  Capulet's  great  hall.  The  festivities  are 
interrupted  by  the  illness  of  Juliet,  who  finally  falls  insensible.  "  She  is  — 
dead,"  all  cry  as  the  act  ends. 

Between  Acts  IV.  and  V.  a  Grand  Ballet  takes  place. 

ACT   V. 

The  fifth  act  takes  place  in  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets.  Romeo  arrives, 
believes  his  mistress  dead,  and  takes  poison.  Juliet  only  revives  to  find  her 
lover  beyond  mortal  aid,  and,  stabbing  herself  with  a  dagger,  dies  in  his 
arms. 
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MANON. 

ACT   I. 

The  first  scene  is  at  Amiens  in  1721.  At  the  village  tavern  is  a  party  of 
three  actresses,  also  Guillot,  minister  of  finance  of  the  kingdom,  and  De 
Bretigny,  a  noble.  The  arrival  of  a  pretty  girl,  under  charge  of  a  relative, 
excites  old  Guillot,  who  rushes  to  meet  her.  It  is  Manon  Lescaut,  a  lovely 
peasant,  vain  as  she  is  beautiful,  journeying  to  a  convent  with  her  cousin, 
Lescaut.  Manon  repels  the  advances  of  Guillot,  laughing  at  him.  He  returns 
to  the  house,  before  which  he  whispers  and  tells  her  who  he  is  and  of  his 
wealth.  While  Cousin  Lescaut  is  playing  at  cards  with  the  guardsmen, 
Manon,  left  alone,  is  seriously  regretting  that  she  is  about  to  enter  a  convent. 

The  Chevalier  des  Grieux,  who  is  on  his  way  to  a  monastery  to  take  holy 
orders,  enters.  Surprising  himself  and  Manon,  he  immediately  proclaims  to 
her  his  love,  and,  forgetting  his  religious  pilgrimage,  he  proposes  an  elope- 
ment, which  they  facilitate  by  means  of  Guillot's  carriage. 

ACT   II. 

To  Paris  they  go  ;  and  we  find  them  in  the  Chevalier's  apartments  in 
the  Rue  Vivienne. 

He  is  at  his  cabinet  writing  to  his  father  for  his  consent,  as  parental  con- 
sent is  necessary  in  France.  With  Manon  he  reads  it  over.  They  are  inter- 
rupted by  the  entrance  of  Lescaut  and  Monsieur  de  Bretigny.  Lescaut 
threatens  to  redress  the  wrongs  done  the  honor  of  his  house.  Des  Grieux 
persuades  the  irate  cousin  his  intentions  are  honorable  by  showing  him  the 
letter  he  has  written  to  his  parent.  So  Lescaut  and  Bretigny  depart,  leaving 
alone  the  lovesick  couple.  Des  Grieux  starts  to  mail  his  letter  outside,  when 
he  is  immediately  seized  and  gagged  and  hurried  away. 

ACT   III. 

Manon  is  easily  consoled  by  De  Bretigny,  who  gives  her  all  that  wealth 
can  procure.  She,  hearing  that  Des  Grieux  is  about  to  seclude  himself  in  the 
monastery,  according  to  his  father's  wishes,  hastens  to  rescue  him,  when 
they  meet. 

ACT   IV. 

He  a  second  time  renounces  his  religious  intentions,  and  they  fly  to  Paris, 
where  in  a  gambling  saloon  Des  Grieux  and  Manon  are  charged  with  using 
marked  cards.  His  father,  however,  pays  his  debts,  and  Guillot,  who  is 
jealous,  has  her  sentenced  to  exile.  On  her  way  to  the  sea  coast  she  sickens, 
and  dies  in  Des  Grieux's  arms. 
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MELBA.  —  u  When  I  first  heard  the  Aeolian  I  was  unable  to  under- 
stand how  a  musical  instrument  requiring  no  technical 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  performer  could  be  artistic 
from  the  musician's  standpoint.  I  do  not  think  it  is  pos- 
sible for  anyone  to  understand  unless  they  do  as  I  did — see 
and  hear  it  played.  I  am  sure  that  everyone  that  does  will 
join  me  in  a  hearty  indorsement  of  this  truly  wonderful 
instrument." 

CALVE.  —  "I  think  the  Aeolian  is  a  superb  instrument  in  every  way." 

EAMES.  — "One  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  its  great  qualities." 

SC ALCHI .  — "The  Aeolian  is  an  instrument  of  great  artistic  importance." 

JEAN    DE   RESZKE. — "The  Aeolian  affords  the  performer  every  facility  for 

interpreting  the  music  with  sentiment." 

EDOUARD   DE   RESZKE.  — "As  an  aid  to  the  cultivation  of  the  musical  art,  the 

Aeolian  will  undoubtedly  play  an  important  part." 

BEVIGNANI.  —  "I  wish   to   add  my  name  to  those  of  its  many  enthu- 
siastic admirers." 

SEIDL.  —  "I  regard  the  Aeolian  as  a  very  useful  and  meritorious 
invention." 

PAUR.  —  "I  believe  the  Aeolian  is  destined  to  become  a  potent  fac- 
tor in  the  cultivation  of  musical  taste  of  the  people  of  the 
world." 
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Nibelung  Ring. 
Rheingold. 

Walkuke. 
Siegfried. 

gotterdammerung, 


RHEINGOLD. 

SCENE   I. 

Three  Rhinedaughters  guard  the  precious  Rhinegold,  which  if  stolen 
and  forged  into  a  ring  will  give  its  possessor  marvelous  powers.  But  he 
who  owns  the  gold  must  renounce  love.  Alberich  finally  succeeds  in  snatch- 
ing the  coveted  gold  and  makes  off  with  it  to  Niebelheim,  land  of  fog. 

SCENE   II. 

To  the  giants  Fafuer  and  Fasolt,  as  a  reward  for  building  Walhalla, 
Wotan,  King  of  Gods,  had  promised  Freia,  Goddess  of  Youth  and  Love. 
The  other  gods  refused  to  permit  this,  and  Wotan  has  naught  to  offer  with 
which  to  appease  the  giants.  Loge,  the  Fire  God,  is  summoned  and  sug- 
gests as  a  substitute  the  Rhinegold,  of  which  Alberich  is  the  possessor.  The 
giants  agree.     Loge  and  Wotan  set  off  to  steal  it. 

SCENE   III. 

Loge  and  Wotan  enter  Niebelheim.  Alberich  displays  the  treasure ; 
also,  a  helmet  by  which  the  wearer  is  enabled  to  assume  any  form.  Loge 
induces  Alberich  to  become  a  toad.  Alberich  is  then  overpowered,  the 
trophies  given  to  Wotan,  but  not,  however,  without  an  accompanying  curse 
by  Alberich  upon  the  ring,  which  is  destined  henceforth  to  bring  misery  and 
disaster  to  its  owner.  The  effect  of  this  curse  is  manifest  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  tetralogy. 

SCENE   IV. 

The  fatal  ring  is  given  over  to  the  giants,  who  release  Freia  to  the  gods. 
The}^  then  joyfully  enter  their  palace  over  a  beautiful  rainbow  bridge.  Dur- 
ing this  last  scene  the  giant  Fassolt  is  slain  by  his  comrade,  Fafuer.  Thus 
falls  the  first  victim  to  Alberich's  curse. 

Wotan  having  witnessed  the  death  of  Fassolt,  fears  lest  the  curse  of 
Alberich  descend  upon  the  gods.  To  defend  Walhalla  against  this  and  the 
attacks  of  the  Nibelungs,  he  begets,  in  union  with  Erda,  Goddess  of  Wisdom, 
nine  daughters, —  the  Valkyries  (chief  of  whom  is  Briinnhilde),  who  ride 
through  the  air  and  bear  the  bodies  of  departed  heroes  to  Walhalla,  where 
they  revive  and  aid  the  gods  in  their  defence.  It  is  also  necessary  that  the 
ring  should  be  restored  to  the  Rhinedaughters  to  lift  its  curse  from  the 
gods.  This  task  must  be  worked  by  a  man,  consequently  Wotan,  in  the 
guise  of  Walse,  begets,  in  union  with  a  human  woman,  the  Walsung  twins 
—  Siegmund  and  ISieglinde.  Siegmund  he  hopes  will  be  the  hero  to  slay 
Fafuer  and  return  the  ring  to  its  rightful  owners.  To  prepare  him  for  the 
task  Wotan  forces  upon  the  Walsungs  various  hardships.  Sieglinde  is  made 
to  marry  the  robber  LIunding. 
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TERNINA  AS  BRUNNHILDE. 
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WALKURE. 

ACT  I. 

Siegmund  staggers  storm-driven  into  Hunding's  empty  hut.  Sieglinde 
enters  and  finds  the  stranger  —  they  are  unknown  to  each  other,  though 
brother  and  sister.  They  love  at  first  sight.  Hunding  returns,  and,  enraged 
at  what  he  finds,  summons  the  intruder  to  mortal  combat  on  the  morrow. 
During  the  night  the  lovers  escape. 

ACT   II. 

Frica,  Wotan's  wife,  also  the  protector  of  the  marriage  vow,  demands 
that  Siegmund,  who  has  sinned  by  marrying  his  sister,  shall  fall  in  the  com- 
ing combat  with  Hunding.  Wotan,  his  father,  reluctantly  yields  and  com- 
missions Briinnhilde  to  bring  about  Siegmund's  defeat.  Briinnhilde, 
however,  sympathizes  with  the  truant  lovers  and  protects  Siegmund  in  the 
duel.     She  is  foiled,  for  Wotan  interferes  and  his  son  is  slain. 

ACT   III. 

Briinnhilde  comforts  the  bereaved  Sieglinde,  but  because  of  her  diso- 
bedience she  is  deprived  of  her  divinity  and  is  put  to  sleep  by  Wotan  on  a 
fire-encompassed  rock  —  to  be  awakened  only  by  a  fearless  hero,  who  shall 
as  a  reward  claim  her  as  his  bride. 


SIEGFRIED. 

ACT   I. 


Siegfried  is  the  son  of  Siglinde,  born  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
Sigmund. 

Mime  (Alberich's  deformed  brother)  has  reared  Siegfried  in  his  home  in 
a  wood.  He  hopes  that  some  day  Siegfried  will  slay  with  the  sword,  the 
pieces  of  which  Mime  is  trying  to  unite,  the  giant  who,  in  the  form  of  a 
dragon,  guards  the  stolen  gold.  The  act  closes  as  Siegfried  successfully 
wields  the  sword. 

ACT   II. 

Siegfried  slays  the  dragon.  Mime  offers  a  sleeping  potion  to  Siegfried, 
who  divines  his  purpose,  however,  and  slays  Mime  forthwith.  Having  by 
chance  put  his  finger,  stained  with  the  dragon's  blood,  to  his  lip,  Siegfried  is 
enabled  to  understand  a  bird  as  he  sings  above.  The  bird  tells  of  the  sleep- 
ing maid,  and  by  its  aid  Siegfried  seeks  Briinnhilde. 

ACT   III. 

On  his  way  he  meets  Wotan,  who  opposes  him  with  his  spear.  This  is 
shattered  by  Siegfried's  magic  sword  —  and  thus  scatters  the  might  of 
WTalhalla.  He  reaches  the  fire-rock,  rushes  through  the  flames,  and  claims 
Briinnhilde  as  his  bride. 
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GOTTERDAMMERUNG 

(DUSK  OF  THE  GODS.) 


PROLOGUE. 


ACT    I. 


This  act  opens  in  the  Hall  of  the  Gibichungs,  on  the  Rhine,  whither 
Siegfried  is  come,  having  left  Brunnhilde.  Here  he  is  drugged  with  a  magic 
love  potion  by  Gutrune,  who  desires  to  marry  him.  The  philter  causes  him 
to  forget  Brunnhilde,  and  he  falls  in  love  with  Gutrune.  He  goes  with  her 
brother,  Gunther,  to  capture  Brunnhilde  and  hands  her  over  to  him.  Dis- 
guised as  Gunther,  Siegfried  overcomes  Brunnhilde  and  hands  her  over  to 
the  Gibichung. 

ACT   II. 

The  frightful  situation  is  then  worked  out  in  Hagen's  castle  on  the  Rhine. 
Siegfried  appears  as  Gutrune's  lover,  Gunther  as  Brunnhilde's.  The  latter 
is  beside  herself  with  despair  because  Siegfried,  who  is  under  a  spell,  does 
not  know  her. 

ACT   III. 

Hagen  stabs  Siegfried,  who  in  his  last  moments  recovers  his  memory. 
Brunnhilde  finds  him  dead  ;  and  the  truth  of  his  bewitchment  dawns  upon 
her.  She  still  loves  him.  They  heap  up  logs.  The  dead  hero  is  placed  upon 
the  pyre  ;  but  not  before  Brunnhilde  has  taken  the  fatal  ring  from  his  finger 
and  casts  it  back  into  the  Rhine.  The  Rhinemaidens  appear  singing.  The 
air  darkens,  the  flames  rise.  Brunnhilde  on  her  charger,  Grane,  leaps  into 
the  flames.     The  Rhine  rises,  and  Walhalla  is  no  more. 
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LOHENGRIN. 


ACT    I. 

Henry  I.,  King  of  Germany,  surnamed  the  "  Fowler,"  has  arrived  at 
Antwerp,  with  the  intention  of  levying  a  force  to  assist  in  repelling  the 
Hungarians,  who  have  threatened  his  dominions.  He  finds  Brabant  in  a 
state  of  anarchy.  Godfrey,  young  son  of  the  late  duke,  has  disappeared,  and 
his  sister  Elsa  is  accused  of  having  murdered  him  by  her  guardian,  Fred- 
erick, Count  of  Telramund,  who  has  married  Ortrud,  daughter  of  Kadbod, 
Prince  of  Friesland,  and  who  in  right  of  his  wife  claims  to  be  the  ruler  of 
the  duchy.  Elsa  asserts  her  innocence,  and  it  is  agreed  that  the  case  shall 
be  decided  by  a  judicial  combat  between  Frederick  and  any  champion  who 
may  appear  on  behalf  of  the  accused.  When  her  condition  seems  most 
hopeless  a  knight  appears  ascending  the  river  Scheldt,  in  a  boat  drawn  by  a 
single  swan,  which  on  landing  he  dismisses,  and  undertakes  her  defence, 
Elsa  promising  if  he  is  victorious  she  will  marry  him,  and  never  question 
him  as  to  his  name  or  origin.  In  the  combat  that  ensues  Frederick  is 
stricken  to  the  ground,  and  deprived  of  his  title  and  estate. 

ACT   II. 

Preparations  are  made  for  the  marriage  of  the  victorious  stranger  with 
Elsa;  but  while  all  are  revelling  in  the  Pallas,  or  abode  of  the  knights, 
Frederick  and  Ortrud  are  without,  plotting  how  they  may  be  avenged  and 
recover  their  lost  honors.  Presenting  herself  at  the  Kemenate,  or  abode  of 
the  ladies,  Ortrud  moves  the  compassion  of  Elsa,  who  not  only  gains  her  ad- 
mission, but  promises  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  Frederick,  and  listens  to  the 
suggestion  that  she  ought  to  inquire  into  the  name  and  origin  of  her  future 
husband,  who,  without  the  ducal  title,  has  been  appointed  by  the  king  Pro- 
tector of  Brabant  and  leader  of  the  Brabant  contingent  of  the  German 
army.  As  the  nuptial  procession  approaches  the  cathedral  the  conspirators 
reveal  themselves  in  their  true  character,  Ortrud  opposing  Elsa  at  the  door, 
and  Frederick  declaring  that  the  unknown  knight  is  a  sorcerer,  who  has 
gained  his  victory  by  unfair  means. 

ACT   III. 

The  intruders  are  expelled  by  the  king  and  people,  and  the  marriage 
takes  place ;  but  when  the  bride  and  bridegroom  are  left  in  the  nuptial 
chamber,  Elsa,  roused  by  the  evil  suggestions  of  Ortrud,  begins  to  question 
the  knight,  who  in  vain  endeavors  to  allay  her  suspicions.  Frederick,  who 
enters  the  room  with  the  intention  of  assailing  his  former  antagonist,  is  slain 
by  him  at  once,  and  on  the  following  morning  the  explanation  unwisely 
solicited  by  Elsa  is  given  by  the  stranger  in  the  presence  of  the  king.  He 
is  the  son  of  King  Percival,  keeper  of  the  mysterious  cup  known  as  the 
"  Holy  Grail,"  to  whose  service  he  is  attached,  and  his  name  is  Lohengrin. 
It  is  to  the  Grail  that  he  is  indebted  for  his  invisible  power ;  but  now  his 
name  is  revealed  he  must  no  longer  remain  in  Brabant.  The  swan  returns 
with  the  boat  to  bear  him  away,  but  he  removes  a  gold  chain  from  its  neck, 
and  in  its  stead  appears  the  youth  Godfrey,  who  has  been  changed  to  a  swan 
by  the  sorceress  Ortrud,  and  who  is  now  declared  rightful  Duke  of  Brabant, 
while  Lohengrin  departs,  to  the  intense  grief  of  his  bride,  and  the  king  and 
people,  who  have  lost  so  valuable  an  ally. 
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MEISTERSINGER. 

The  scenes  are  laid  in  Nuremberg  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

ACT   I. 

Choral  service  in  St.  Catherine  Church,  with  orchestral  interludes  depict- 
ing the  feelings  of  Walter,  a  young  knight,  towards  Eva,  the  daughter  of  the 
goldsmith  Pogner,—  a  case  of  mutual  love  at  first  sight.  On  her  way  out 
with  her  chaperone,  Magdalen  a,  Walter  accosts  her  and  confesses  his  love, 
but  hears  she  is  no  longer  free,  as  she  is  to  be  the  bride  of  the  winner  at  a 
coming  public  singing  match  of  the  Meistersinger  (Master- singers).  Walter 
resolves  to  become  a  competitor.  So  he  remains  to  be  examined  at  their 
meeting.  David,  an  apprentice,  instructs  him  in  regard  to  the  pedantic 
mysteries  and  complicated  rules  for  singing  adopted  by  these  master-singers. 
At  last  they  appear  in  groups.  Pogner  announces  what  the  prize  is  to  be, 
and  Walter,  at  his  request,  is  examined  —  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  ugly 
Beckmesser,  who  proves  to  be  Walter's  only  rival,  all  the  other  masters  being 
married  or  widowers.  Unfortunately,  Beckmesser  is  chosen  as  critic,  to  note 
down  on  a  blackboard,  behind  a  screen,  every  violation  by  Walter  of  the 
pedantic  rules.  Before  Walter's  song  is  half  ended  he  rushes  out,  his  black- 
board covered  with  marks.  The  shoemaker-poet,  Hans  Sachs,  speaks  in 
Walter's  favor,  but  is  outvoted  by  the  others,  and  Walter  is  rejected. 

ACT   II. 

The  scene  is  a  narrow  street,  Hans  Sach's  house  to  the  left,  Pogner's  to 
the  right.  Apprentices  make  fun  of  David,  who  is  in  love  with  Magdalena. 
Eva  hears  of  Walter's  failure,  and  resolves  to  elope  with  him,  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  watchman  compels  them  to  hide.  Once  more  they  start, 
when  the  sound  of  a  lute  is  heard.  Beckmesser  has  come  to  serenade  Eva. 
Just  then  Sachs,  who  wishes  to  prevent  the  elopement,  moves  out  his  bench, 
hammers  away  at  a  shoe,  and  sings  humorous  songs,  constantly  interrupting 
the  angry  Beckmesser's  serenade.  David  comes  out,  and  on  seeing  the  dis- 
guised Magdalena  at  the  window,  listening  to  the  serenade  intended  for  Eva, 
becomes  jealous,  and  unmercifully  beats  Beckmesser.  The  tumult  awakens 
the  neighbors,  who  rush  into  the  street  and  join  in  the  fight,  till  suddenly 
the  watchman's  horn  is  heard  again,  and  all  disperse. 

ACT   III. 

First  Scene.  Hans  Sachs  is  in  his  room  reading  and  philosophizing. 
David  comes  in,  sings  a  charming  song  about  St.  John,  and  leaves.  Walter, 
who  on  account  of  the  frustrated  elopement  had  spent  the  night  with  Sachs, 
tells  of  a  wonderful  dream,  singing  the  well-known  prize  song.  Sachs 
notes  it  down  on  paper.  They  leave ;  Beckmesser  sneaks  in  and  steals 
the  song,  thinking  it  is  by  the  famous  Sachs,  and  hoping  to  win  the  prize 
with  it.  t  Eva  comes  in  to  have  her  shoe  fitted.  Scene  ends  with  the 
famous  quintet.  Second  Scene.  A  meadow  with  city  of  Nuremberg  in 
background.  Popular  festival,  singing  and  dancing.  Comic  choruses  of 
shoemakers,  tailors,  and  bakers.  Grand  procession  of  master-singers.  Prize 
contest.  Beckmesser  sings  first  but  gets  confused  and  sings  amazing  non- 
sense, until  his  voice  is  drowned  by  laughter.  Sachs  proposes  that  any  one 
who  can  properly  sing  that  song,  though  not  a  member  of  the  Trade  Union, 
shall  get  the  prize.  All  agree,  Walter  steps  forward,  sings  it,  and  wins  the 
bride. 
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FLYING  DUTCHMAN. 


A  Dutch  captain  once  tried  in  vain  to  double  the  Cape  of  Good  Mope. 
He  swore  he  would  accomplish  his  pin  pose  even  if  he  had  to  sail  forever. 
The  Devil,  overhearing  the  oath,  condemned  him  to  sail  until  Judgment 
Day,  unless  he  could  find  a  vioman  who  woidd  love  him  faithfully  until 
death.  Only  once  in  every  seven  years  could  he  land  to  search  for  the 
maiden  who  might  effect  his  release. 

ACT    I. 

A  seven  years  ended.  Daland,  a  Norwegian  captain,  has  anchored  in  a 
bay  within  a  few  miles  of  which  is  his  home,  where  Senta,  his  only  daughter, 
awaits  him.  The  Flying  Dutchman's  ship  anchors  near  that  of  Daland,  who 
does  not  perceive  it.  The  Dutchman  springs  eagerly  ashore.  Daland  sud- 
denly sees  him  and  questions  him.     He  invites  the  Dutchman  to  his  home. 

ACT   II. 

Daland's  house.  Senta  is  seen  in  a  room,  on  the  wall  of  which  hangs  a 
portrait  of  the  Flying  Dutchman,  which  has  deeply  touched  her.  She  sings 
the  ballad  to  her  companions  of  the  Flying  Dutchman.  They  chide  her  and 
ask  if  she  would  have  the  courage  to  love  an  outcast.  She  passionately 
declares  she  would,  and  prays  he  may  appear.  Erik,  her  lover,  enters.  He 
tells  of  the  arrival  of  the  two  vessels.  Daland  and  the  Dutchman  enter. 
Senta  loves,  and  in  accordance  with  her  father's  wish,  agrees  to  marry  the 
hero. 

ACT   III. 

The  two  ships  are  seen  again.  As  Senta  comes  to  the  shore  she  meets 
Erik  who  implores  her  to  reconsider.  She  is  determined.  The  Dutchman, 
however,  observing  the  two,  mistakes  Senta's  patience  for  regret,  and  bid- 
ding her  a  passionate  farewell,  rushes  to  his  ship.  Senta  declares  her  love  to 
be  true.  The  Dutchman  proclaims  from  the  deck  that  it  is  better  for  her  to 
be  free,  and  sets  sail.  Senta,  overcome  with  grief,  casts  herself  into  the 
seething  waves,  thus  showing  her  faithful  love  and  releasing  the  Flying 
Dutchman  from  his  fearful  curse. 
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POLAND   SPRING   HOUSE. 

HE  HISTORY  of  the  growth  of  this  magnificent 
establishment  to  its  present  prestige  and  magnitude  is  im- 
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derful therapeutic  power  of 
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TANNHAUSER. 

Tannhauser,  a  minstrel  knight,  seeks  refuge  from  the  sorrows  of  this  life 
in  the  hill  of  Venus.  At  this  place  Venus  holds  court  amid  everlasting 
revels. 

ACT    I. 

Tannhauser  wearies  of  the  monotonous  joy  after  a  years  time,  and  longs 
once  more  for  earthly  life.  He  implores  the  goddess  to  release  him,  and 
after  a  bitter  struggle  regains  his  liberty.  The  scene  now  suddenly  changes. 
While  he  is  offering  a  prayer  of  gratitude  for  his  liberty  the  minstrel  knights, 
led  by  Hermann,  enter,  and  induce  him  to  rejoin  them. 

ACT   II. 

The  second  act  is  a  tournament  of  song.  Nature  and  praise  of  love  are 
to  be  the  subject  of  the  contest,  and  the  victor  is  to  win  the  hand  of 
Elizabeth,  niece  of  Hermann,  who  loves  Tannhauser  and  who  is  loved  by 
him  in  return.  Tannhauser,  having  loved  profanely,  shocks  the  assembly  by 
his  ideas  of  what  love  is.  The  minstrels  disagree  with  him,  and  are  about  to 
destroy  him  when  Elizabeth  suddenly  interposes.  Tannhauser,  realizing  his 
error,  joins  a  train  of  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  Rome,  while  Elizabeth,  to 
whom  the  discovery  of  his  unworthiness  has  been  a  terrible  blow,  entreats 
him  to  repent. 

ACT   III. 

Wolfran,  a  man  of  noble  nature,  vainly  in  love  with  Elizabeth,  waits  for 
her  till  the  return  of  the  pilgrims,  when  Tannhauser  is  found  not  to  be 
among  them.  Elizabeth  at  once  consecrates  herself  to  the  Virgin.  When 
she  [is  gone  Tannhauser  enters  in  sorry  plight,  bound  to  re-enter  the 
hill  of  Venus.  He  tells  Wolfran  of  his  misfortune,  his  remorse  and  sadness, 
of  his  appeal  to  the  pope,  who  has  declared  absolution  impossible  for  him. 
Hated  by  all,  nothing  is  left  for  him  but  to  return  once  more  to  the  revels  he 
so  loathes.  Wolfran  appeals  to  him  in  vain.  Suddenly  a  chant  is  heard 
preceding  the  funeral  procession  of  Elizabeth,  and  a  second  band  of  pilgrims 
announce  a  miracle  to  have  taken  place,  which  miracle  is  that  the  pope  has 
issued  an  edict  declaring  the  Almighty's  pardon  for  Tannhauser,  the  re- 
pentant sinner. 

TRISTAN   AND   ISOLDE. 

ACT    I. 

Tristan  is  sent  by  King  Marke,  of  Cornwall,  to  get  Isolde,  widow  of 
King  Morold,  of  Ireland  (slain  by  Tristan  in  battle),  and  to  bring  her  to 
Cornwall,  to  become  his  Queen.  Tristan  and  Isolde,  it  being  unknown  to 
each  other,  become  enamored  of  each  other ;  and  on  the  voyage  from 
Ireland  to  Cornwall  Isolde  decides  to  drink  a  death  potion,  to  her  a  love 
she  believes  unrequitted.  Brangane,  however,  Isolde'^  companion,  substi- 
tutes the  death  potion  with  a  love  potion. 

ACT   II. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  at  Cornwall,  as  they  are  one  evening  in  the 
castle  garden,  they  are  discovered  by  King  Marke  and  his  suite.  Tristan  is 
severely  wounded  by  Melot,  one  of  the  king's  attendants.  Knewenal, 
Tristan's  fidus  achates,  bears  him  to  his  native  land,  Kareal. 

ACT   III. 
Isolde  follows  him  hither,  arriving  just  in  time  to  fold  him  in  her  arms  as 
he  breathes  his  last.     She  dies  at  his  side. 
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PARSIFAL. 

The  plot  is  as  follows  :  Amfortas,  King  of  the  Knights  of  the  Holy  Grail,  is 
allured  by  Kundry  into  the  magic  garden  of  Klingsor,  an  evil  magician. 

Amfortas  drops  the  holy  spear.  Klingsor  grasps  it  and  with  it  wounds  the  king. 
Amfortas  can  recover  only  by  being  touched  with  the  holy  spear  which  can  be 
wrested  from  Klingsor  only  by  one  who  is  ignorant  of  sin  and  who  can  resist  temp- 
tation. Such  is  Parsifal.  He  resists  Kundry' s  charm,  regains  the  spear,  destroys 
Klingsor,  thus  freeing  Kundry  from  his  evil  power,  heals  the  wound  of  Amfortas, 
and  is  pronounced  King  of  the  Knighdiood. 

ACT   I. 

Forest.  Gurnemanz  bids  two  knights  prepare  the  bath  for  his  master, 
Amfortas,  that  he  may  cool  his  burning  wound.  Kundry  rushes  upon  the 
scene  bearing  balsam.  Gurnemanz  relates  the  story  of  the  Grail,  the  holy 
vessel  which  caught  a  few  drops  of  the  Saviour's  blood  after  having  served 
as  chalice  at  the  Last  Supper.  He  tells  hoAv  the  vessel  and  the  spear  had 
been  kept  by  Titurel,  who  afterwards  appointed  his  son,  Amfortas,  his  suc- 
cessor, with  the  caution  that  none  could  resist  him  so  long  as  he  wielded  the 
spear  and  kept  himself  pure.  He  tells  of  the  fall  of  Amfortas  and  of  the 
capture  of  the  spear  by  Klingsor,  of  the  prayer  of  Amfortas  for  a  sign  as  to 
who  could  heal  his  wound,  and  of  the  phantom  lips  pronouncing  the  words  : 

By  pity  lightened 

The  guileless  fool; 
Wait  for  him 

My  chosen  tool. 

A  swan,  wounded  by  the  innocent  Parsifal,  falls  dead  near  Gurnemanz. 
He  hopes  Parsifal  is  the  "  guileless  fool."  They  enter  the  hall  of  the  Grail 
castle,  at  which  communion  is  to  be  celebrated.  Amfortas  is  borne  in,  pages 
preceding  bearing  the  Grail,  which  Titurel  summons  Amfortas  to  uncover. 
Because  of  his  guilt  the  king  refuses.  It  is  afterwards  done.  Gurnemanz, 
alone  with  Parsifal,  asks  if  he  has  understood  what  he  has  seen.  Parsifal 
shakes  his  head.  The  old  knight,  in  his  disappointment  that  Parsifal  is  not 
the  Guileless  Fool,  thrusts  him  out  the  door. 

ACT   II. 

Klingsor's  castle  and  garden.  Kundry  vainly  pleads  for  deliverance. 
Parsifal  appears;  gains  entrance  to  the  garden.  The  flower  girls  in  vain 
tempt  him.  He  repulses  Kundry.  She  calls  upon  Klingsor  to  aid  her.  He 
appears  and  thrusts  the  holy  spear  at  Parsifal.  He  grasps  the  spear.  The 
garden  and  castle  vanish.     Kundry  collapses.     Parsifal  goes  his  way. 

ACT   III. 

Parsifal  in  the  forest  seeks  the  castle  of  the  Grail  and  the  King,  that  he 
may  heal  the  w^ound  now  that  he  has  the  spear.  Scene  changes.  It  is 
morning  —  Good  Friday.  Gurnemanz  discovers  Kundry,  she  is  penitent. 
Parsifal  appears.  Gurnemanz  recognizes  the  spear.  He  and  Kundry  turn 
Parsifal  toward  the  spring  of  holy  water.  He  is  assured  he  will  meet 
Amfortas.  Kundry  anoints  his  feet  and  Gurnemanz  anoints  him  King. 
Parsifal  baptizes  Kundry.  In  the  distance  is  heard  the  music  of  Titurei's 
funeral  obsequies.  The  three  set  out  for  the  castle.  Parsifal  with  the  spear 
touches  Amfortas  and  he  is  healed.  Kundry,  gazing  upon  her  Saviour, 
sinks  in  death. 
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Largest 


Temple  of  Beauty 


In  America, 

where  every- 
thing pertain- 
ing to  beauty 
can  be  obtained 


j  HAVE  STOOD  THE  TEST  FOR  YEARS 
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Wrinkles 

from  the  face.  By  the  use  of  this  famous  preparation 
at  least  ten  years  will  be  taken  from  your  appearance. 
It  brings  plumpness  to  the  cheeks  and  fills  out  hollows 
in  the  Throat  and  Neck. 

The  price  is  only  $2  the  Jar,  or  three  Jars,  which  is 
the  full  treatment  and  guaranteed  to  cure  the  most  ob- 
stinate case  known,  for  only  $5. 

For   the   Complexion 

Royale  Creme 

is  a  positive  guaranteed  preparation  that  will  CURE 
all  discolorations  and  blemishes  from  the  Complexion. 

Rough,  Red,  Sallow,  and  Oily 

skin  transformed  into  soft,  smooth,  and  beautifully 
free  from  all  blemishes. 


Beauty 
for  All 


No  matter  what  defect  of 
beauty  you  may  have,  I 
can  help  you,  and  all  that 
I  ask  is  for  you  to  write  me 
at  once.  My  famous  toilet 
preparations  are  the  finest 
in  America,  not  only  for  the 
neat  and  elegant  appear- 
ance, but  for  their  wonder- 
ful merits. 


That  Unsightly  Blemish 

Superfluous  Hair 

can  be  permanently  removed  from  the  Face,  Neck, 
Arms,  or  any  part  of  the  body  without  the  slightest 
injury  to  the  most  delicate  skin  by  a  single  application 
of  the  wonderful  discovery, 

Mando 

that  is  guaranteed  to  permanently  remove  the  lightest 
to  the  heaviest  growth  of  Superfluous  Hair  in  five 
minutes.     Price,  only  $1  the  bottle. 


Moth  Patches  and    Liver  Spots  Special    Attention 


and  all  Eruptions  permanently  cured. 

Improvement  With  the   First   Application 
Its  "Work  is  Truly  Wonderful 

'Tis  not  to  cover  up  and  conceal,  but  a  positive  and 
permanent  cure.     Price,  $1  the  bottle. 

For   the   Hair 


LADIES.  — I  manufacture  the  finest  and  most  mer- 
itorious Toilet  Preparations  in  the  world,  and  have 
everything  that  has  ever  been  heard  of  to  attain  and 
retain  beauty.  I  claim  that  all  my  preparations  are 
far  superior  to  others,  and  I  am>  always  pleased  to  be 
consulted  on  any  subject  pertaining  to  Beauty.  My 
latest  book,  containing  48  pages  of  valuable  informa- 
tion pertaining  to  the  Health  and  Beauty,  together 
with  a  sample  cake  of  the  celebrated 
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Royale  Hair  Grower     Royale  Skin  Soap  | 

purest,  most  superb  and  effective  remedy  known  •*  J*       • 

world  for  BALDNESS  and  all  diseases  of  the  .  3 


is  the  purest,  most  superb  and  effective  remedy  known 
to  the  world  for  BALDNESS  and  all  diseases  of  the 
scalp,  never  failing  to  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it.  Preserves  the  natural  gloss  of  the  hair,  pro- 
motes a  rapid  growth,  renders  harsh,  dry  and  brashy 
hair  soft  and  pliable.  As  a  toilet  article  it  is  indispen- 
£  sable  to  those  desirous  of  having  beautiful  hair.  Fall- 
Tr  ing  hair  immediately  stopped.  BALDNESS  and 
•£  DANDRUFF  positively  cured.  Gray  or  Faded  Hair 
m     restored  to  its  natural  color. 

I      The  Most  Delightful  of  All  Hair  Dressings 

X         Price,  $1  the  bottle,  or  six  bottles  for  $5. 


the  finest,  purest,  and  only  true  Skin  Soap  made,  for 
only  10  cents  to  cover  postage. 

[Write  at  once  and  address, 

*  Madame  Josephine  LeFevre,  | 

924  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

(The  Largest  Establishment  in  America.) 
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KLAFSKY  AS  ISOLDE. 
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&  <*  Boston 


During  the  tour  the  following  eminent 

artists  will  appear  in  connection 

with  the   orchestra, 

SOPRANOS 

Mme.  Lillian  Nordica  -  Mme»  Emma  Juch 

Miss  Lillian  Blauvelt 

Miss  Rose  Stewart 

Mrs.  Jennie  P.  Walker 

and 

Frau  Katharina  Lohse-Klafsky 

CONTRALTOS 

Miss  Gertrude  May  Stein 
Mrs.  Katherine  Bloodgood 

TENORS 

Mr.  Ben  Davies 

Mr.  fm,  H.  Rieger 

Mr.  H.  Evan  Williams 

& 

BARITONES    AND   BASSOS 

Mr.  Max  Heinrich 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Clarke 

and 

Signor  Guiseppe  Campanari 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 

Mr.  fm,  H.  Sherwood,  Pianist 

Mr.  Arthur  Whiting,  Pianist 

Mr.  V.  V.  Rogers,  Harpist 

Under  the  management  of 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Stewart, 

120    Tremont    Street, 
j  BOSTON. 


Festival 
Orchestra 


50  PERFORMERS 

Emil   Mollenhauer 

Conductor. 


EIGHTH 

ANNUAL 
TOUR 

April  13  to  June  6 
1896 

ENGAGED 
FOR  THE 
PRINCIPAL 

MUSIC   FESTIVALS 

THROUGHOUT 
THE 

UNITED  STATES  an* 
CANADA 


96 


THE    SCARLET    LETTER. 


Hester  Prynne,  a  married  woman,  living  alone  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
(Roger  Prynne,  her  husband,  afterward  known  as  Chillingworth,  thought  to  be  in  a 
foreign  country),  is  under  arrest  for  having  given  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child,  who 
has  died.  As  the  scene  opens  Hester  is  brought  forth  from  the  prison  to  receive  sen- 
tence from  the  Puritan  Governor  Bellingham.  She  wears  the  scarlet  letter  A — a 
mark  of  her  guilt. 

ACT    I. 

The  opera  opens  with  a  scene  in  the  market  place  of  Boston.  There  is  an  excited 
gathering  of  Puritan  men  and  women  demanding  of  Master  Bracket,  jailor,  that  he 
cause  Hester  to  be  brought  forth  for  condemnation.  The  tumult  is  stilled  as  Hester 
Prynne  walks  forth  toward  the  pillory.  Bracket  and  the  soldiers  protect  Hester. 
She  stands  upon  the  pillory,  facing  the  multitude.  Dimmesdale,  Governor  Belling- 
ham, and  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  with  other  notables,  appear  in  the  balcony  of  the 
town  hall,  and  the  elder  minister  urges  Hester  to  tell  the  name  of  her  betrayer.  She 
remains  silent.  At  length  she  says,  "  From  me  the  world  shall  never  know  his  name." 
Bellingham  pronounces,  finally,  the  sentence  : 

"  Hear  then,  I  decree 
Not  death.    She  is  free ! 

But  henceforth  apart 
From  other  folk,  she  must  tarry  ! 

And  there,  on  her  heart, 
Her  life  long,  carry 
Yon  scarlet  letter ! " 

Act  second  opens  with  Hester  singing  to  a  brook,  which  runs  near  her  hut. 

ACT   II. 

An  interval  of  some  time  is  supposed  to  have  elapsed.  The  scene  is  laid  in  a  for- 
est ;  Hester  enters  from  the  hut  and  sings,  apostrophizing  a  brook  seen  among  the 
trees,  after  which  she  sinks  upon  its  bank,  and  sends  forth  a  prayer.  In  the  distance 
Pilgrims  are  heard  gradually  approaching.  Hester  is  touched  by  their  song,  which 
seems  in  sympathy  with  her  feelings  ;  but  they  hold  aloof  from  her.  At  this  she 
utters  a  curse  upon  them,  and  then  enters  her  hut.  The  scene  darkens  ;  Chilling- 
worth  and  Bellingham  enter.  Chillingworth,  believing  that  Arthur  was  the  guilty 
partner  of  Hester,  had  managed  to  live  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  definitely  ascer- 
taining. Bellingham  is  anxious  about  the  condition  of  Arthur,  who  seems  to  be  in 
great  distress.  Chillingworth,  knowing  the  cause  of  Arthur's  illness  to  be  the  secret 
of  his  sin  with  Hester,  assures  Bellingham  that  he  will  take  good  care  of  the  young 
pastor,  but  when  Governor  Bellingham  leaves  him  alone  he  reveals  his  motive 
for  keeping  Arthur  alive,  which  is  that  he  may  live  in  joy  at  Arthur's  agony. 
Arthur  then  appears,  after  which  a  scene  follows  between  Hester  and  Arthur. 
Hester  discloses  to  Arthur,  her  paramour,  that  Chillingworth,  who  has  been  living 
in  the  young  minister's  house  as  his  friend  and  physician,  is  really  his  worst  enemy, 
since  he  is  her  husband.  In  his  horror  at  finding  himself  thus  known  by  the  injured 
husband,  Arthur  contemplates  suicide.  He  takes  from  his  pocket  a  phial  of  poison. 
Hester  siezes  it  and  suggests  that  instead  of  suicide  they  flee  the  country. 

ACT   III. 

Scene,  market  place  in  Boston  on  the  day  of  Governor  Endicott's  installation  —  a 
crowd  of  newly-arrived  Pilgrims.  Chillingworth  confers  at  one  side  with  a  sea 
Captain.  The  crowd  withdraws  and  the  Captain  speaks  with  Hester.  She  is  happy 
at  the  thought  of  flight  with  Arthur,  but  the  Captain  informs  her  that  Chillingworth 
has  also  engaged  passage.  At  this  news  she  is  overcome  ;  to  complete  her  misery 
she  descries  Chillingworth  in  the  distance.  Although  Arthur  does  not  know  that 
Chillingworth  has  discovered  their  plot  to  escape  he  is  still  in  a  dreadful  state. 
Though  suffering  physically  and  mentally,  he  resolved,  moved  by  a  high  purpose,  to 
do  Hester  what  justice  he  still  can  before  the  public.  He  bids  Hester  join  him  at 
the  pillory  yonder,  and  there,  before  all,  makes  his  public  confession,  and  dies. 
Hester  drains  the  very  phial  of  poison  which  she  had  taken  from  him  in  the  forest, 
and  joins  him  in  death. 
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Gold  and  Silver 


Novelties 


BRIDGE    EDITION 

OF  THE 

Complete  Poetical  Works 

OF 

LONGFELLOW 
WHITTIER      HOLMES 

Beautiful  large  crown  octavo  volumes,  printed 
from  large  type  on  opaque  paper/and  each  con- 
taining a  fine  Portrait  of  the  Author,  a  Vignette, 
a  Biographical  Sketch,  Notes,  a  Chronological 
Table,  and  Indexes  of  Titles  and  First  Lines. 
Handsomely  bound  in  clotn,  firm  but  flexible, 
with  gilt  top,  $2.00  each  ;  half  calf,  gilt  top, 
$3.50;  full  levant,  $5.50. 

"  The  Riverside  Press,  which  has  rendered  so  much 
genuine  service  to  American  literature,  has  done 
nothing  better  in  its  way  than  the  publication  of  one- 
volume  standard  editions  of  the  poets,  .  .  notable 
for  intelligence  and  completeness  of  editorial  treat- 
ment." —  The  Outlook,  New  York. 


BROWNING 


A  wonderful  piece  of  book-making,  that  com- 
presses all  of  Browning  into  a  single  volume, 
printed  from  clear  type,  on  firm  opaque  paper, 
and  bound  strongly,  yet  flexibly.  Crown  8vo, 
$3.00 ;  half  calf,  $5.00 ;  tree  calf,  or  full  levant, 
$7.00. 

Sold  by  all  Booksellers.     Sent,  postpaid,  by 

HOUGHTON,    MIFFLIN    &   CO.,    Boston. 


ESTABLISHED  IN    1853. 


Sylvester  Tower, 


MANUFACTURER   OF 


Ebony 

Sharps, 

Plain 

and 

Polished. 


Grand, 
Square,  and 
Upright 
Pianoforte 
Action. 


ALSO,  DEALER    IN 

PIANO  AND  ORGAN  IVORY. 

The  Manufacture  of  CELLULOID  KEYS 
a  Specialty. 

137,  139, 141, 143  &  145  Broadway, 
CAMBRIDGEPORT,  MASS. 


Near  Grand  Junction  Railroad. 


THE 


Rational  Binder  Go. 

127  Purchase  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


The  best  temporary  binder  on 

the  market  for  all  maga= 

zines  and  sheet  music. 


Executed  by  "Winthrop  B.  Jones, 
68  &  70  Pearl  St.,  Boston. 
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